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Missing couple’s bodies found 



by Lilly Adkins 

Associate Editor 

PAINTSVILLE - The girlfriend 
of a Johnson County man whose 
parents had been missing since Sep- 
tember 2012 helped police locate the 
parents’ bodies Friday on their Oil 
Springs property, recently filed court 
papers indicate. 

Johnson County Sheriff Dwayne 
Price issued a press release Tuesday 
in which he said he received a tip 
Friday, Feb. 22, as to the possible 
location of two bodies buried on the 



property of Farry and Sandra Kaye 
Blanton in Oil Springs. Acting upon 
the tip, he and his deputies, members 
of the Oil Springs and Rockhouse 
Fire Departments and the Johnson 
County Rescue Squad went to the 
farm. 

“We were there for approximately 
nine hours,” Johnson County sher- 
iff’s deputy Kevin Pelphrey said. 
“We dug by hand, and then J.R. 
Frisby obtained a backhoe and a 
small excavator.” 

Fate Friday night, the release 
said, two bodies were discovered 
buried to the side of the Blantons’ 



barn. 

Johnson County Coroner J.R. 
Frisby said Tuesday afternoon that 
the bodies recovered on the Blanton 
property were positively identified as 
those of Farry and Sandra Kaye 
Blanton. 

“The bodies are still in Frankfort, 
and until they are released to me I 
don’t have any information to release 
regarding the cause of death,” Frisby 
said Tuesday. “They told me that we 
shouldn’t make any plans and that 

See BLANTONS, Page A3 
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Jail job 
applicant 
files 
lawsuit 

by Lilly Adkins 

Associate Editor 

LOUISA — A former applicant 
for the job of administrator at the 
Big Sandy Regional Detention Cen- 
ter filed suit Thursday against the 
jail board, seeking a declaratory 
judgment directing board members 
to install him as administrator 
immediately under the same terms 
offered to the current job hold as 
well as an award for costs and attor- 
ney fees. 

Charles R. “Randy” Bowen, a 
Lawrence County resident, is also 
asking for a judgment against the 
jail authority for violation of the 
state Open Records Act. 

Bowen said in his complaint 
filed by Attorney Brad Derifield 
that he submitted an application to 
the authority for the administrator’s 
position and that he met each of the 
advertised requirements. The 
authority interviewed applicants for 
the position, including Bowen, 
before making its hiring decision, 
the complaint said. 

On June 19, 2012, member Mike 
Crum from Martin County resigned 
his position on the authority, the 
complaint said, and on June 21, 
Martin County Judge-Executive, 
Kelly Callaham appointed Chris 
Todd to replace Crum. 

The complaint said that Todd’s 
appointment to the authority was 
never approved by the Martin Coun- 

See JAIL, Page A4 



STILL RECOVERING 




JOHNSON WAS ONE of several Eastern Kentucky counties hit by tornadoes on March 2, 2012. 
Two people were killed in Johnson County as a result of the tornado. BSN File Photo 



Saturday marks one year 
since deadly tornadoes struck 



by Lilly Adkins 

Associate Editor 

One year after deadly tornadoes ripped through 
several Eastern Kentucky counties, including Law- 
rence, Johnson and Martin, residents are still trying 
to put their lives back together. 

Four people lost their lives in Lawrence and 
Johnson counties, numerous homes and businesses 
were wiped out or damaged, and huge sections of 
trees were leveled when multiple tornadoes struck 
the Big Sandy region March 2, 2012. 

In Lawrence County, Joyce Williamson Chaffins, 
65 , and her granddaughter, Samantha Danielle Wood, 
14, perished. 



Wood was a ninth-grader at Lawrence County 
High School, and a member of the National Junior 
Honor Society and the percussion section of the 
school’s band. 

In Johnson County, Shawn Shepherd, 16, of Pre- 
stonsburg, and Gregory Perry, 20, of Hager Hill, both 
died in the storm. 

The National Weather Service in Jackson tracked 
the tornado as it moved across Magoffin, Johnson 
and Martin counties. The tornado was rated an EF 3 
on the Fujita Scale as it moved across Magoffin and 
Johnson counties but said it weakened to an EF 2 
when it moved into Martin County, with wind speeds 

See TORNADOES, Page A4 



8 enter 
not guilty 
pleas 

by Lilly Adkins 

Associate Editor 

INEZ — Several people who 
have been indicted on charges of 
engaging in organized crime involv- 
ing the theft of $31 ,821 .04 from the 
Martin County Water District were 
given a pretrial court date of March 
21 during their arraignment Thurs- 
day in Martin Circuit Court. 

Kentucky State Police said in a 
press release issued after the indict- 
ments were released that they con- 
ducted an investigation into the theft 
of funds from the Martin County 
Water District and that eight people 

See EIGHT, Page A2 



Conviction 
is upheld 

by Tony Fyffe 
BSN Managing Editor 

FRANKFORT — A 2011 mur- 
der conviction of a Martin County 
man was upheld Thursday by the 
Kentucky Supreme Court. 

Jimmy Cornette Jr., 30, of 
Tomahawk, was found guilty in 
June 2011 of murder in the beat- 
ing death of Patrick Calvin Black- 
bum nine years earlier. He was 

See APPEAL, Page A2 



Federal suit names Floyd attorney, retired judge 



by Tony Fyffe 
BSN Managing Editor 

PIKEVILLE - A federal lawsuit 
claims a Floyd County attorney 
defrauded the federal government of 
millions of dollars in attorney fees 
from disability cases. 

The suit, which was filed under 
seal in October and unsealed Tues- 
day, Feb. 19, in U.S. District Court at 
Pikeville, seeks to “recover fraudu- 
lently obtained disability benefits 
and attorneys’ fees paid by the Unit- 
ed States of America to Eric C. Conn 
and Eric Conn, P.S.C.” 

“The disability benefits and attor- 
neys’ fees obtained by Conn which 
are the subject of this qui tarn all 



originate from a fraudulent scheme 
coordinated between Conn and a 
social security administrative law 
judge named David B. Daugherty,” 
the suit says. “The fraudulent scheme 
involved Daugherty wrongfully tak- 
ing control of a high number of 
Conn’s clients’ Social Security dis- 
ability claims from randomly 
assigned administrative law judges 
and conducting sham proceedings, 
resulting in the Conn clients over- 
whelmingly and fraudulently obtain- 
ing successful results. For example, 
during fiscal year 2010 Daugherty 
approved 99.7% of all Social Secu- 
rity claims while the national average 
of successful claims were approxi- 
mately 62%. The fraudulent scheme 
resulted in millions of dollars in 



fraudulently obtained attorneys fees 
to Conn.” 

Conn has offices in Stanville and 
Ashland, and his Web site touts his 
business as “America’s Law Firm.” 

The suit, filed by two Social 
Security Administration (SSA) 
employees, says Conn violated the 
federal False Claims Act. Daugherty 
is also named as a defendant. 

“Since no later than 2002, and 
continuing at least until Daugherty’s 
retirement on July 12, 2011, Defen- 
dants engaged in a scheme to defraud 
the United States’ disability pro- 
grams through Daugherty’s corrupt 
and unjustified awarding of disability 
benefits to claimants represented by 
Conn and Eric Conn, P.S.C.,” the suit 
claims. 



In the “initial step of the fraudu- 
lent scheme,” the suit says, “Conn 
communicated to Daugherty identi- 
fying information of the Conn 
Claims.” 

“Daugherty routinely received 
faxes and other communications con- 
taining his identifying information 
from either Conn or others acting on 
Conn’s behalf,” the suit says. 
“Because of the HALLEX Rotational 
Requirement . . . and (Chief Adminis- 
trative Law Judge Charlie Paul) 
Andrus’ directive that the Conn 
Claims specifically were to be rotat- 
ed, only a portion of the Conn Claims 
were assigned to Daugherty’s docket. 
One component of the Defendants’ 
fraudulent scheme, therefore, was 
Daugherty’s takeover of the Conn 



Claims not legitimately assigned him 
in rotation.” 

Daugherty “sought out and 
obtained control” of Conn’s cases 
before and after a new docketing 
system, the Case Process Manage- 
ment System (CPMS), was imple- 
mented, the suit claims. 

“Daugherty took control of the 
Conn Claims not routinely assigned 
to him by locating and taking physi- 
cal possession of the claims’ paper 
files from the desks, files, and work- 
spaces of Hearing Office docket 
clerks, other ALJs (administrative 
law judges), and Master Docket cabi- 
nets,” the suit says. “Both docket 

See CONN, Page A3 
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EIGHT: Martin County 
defendants plead not guilty 




Continued from Front 

fraudulently obtained and 
cashed checks illegally from 
the water department account. 

“Accountants found the 
money missing, and we were 
notified, so we initiated an 
investigation,” Kentucky 
State Police Detective Jason 
Dials said. “I believe this is 
the first case we’ve had like 
this in Eastern Kentucky.” 

Those named in the indict- 
ments were Dennis Scott, 34, 
of Pilgrim; Melissa Perkins 
Hinkle, 28; Nannie Lucy 
Blackburn, 35; Colby May- 
nard, 26; Alvin W. Johnson, 
28; Jerry L. Maynard, 24; 
Dahryl Justin Keller, 29; and 
Sean Keller 27, all of Inez. All 
eight are charged with engag- 
ing in organized crime, crimi- 
nal syndicate. Sean Keller is 
additionally charged with 
second-degree persistent felo- 
ny offender. 

All eight pleaded not 
guilty to the charges during 
Thursday’s arraignment. 

According to the indict- 
ment, from August 2012 
through October 2012, the 
eight allegedly committed, 
conspired, attempted to com- 
mit or act as an accomplice in 
the commission of theft by 
unlawful taking over $10,000 
from the Martin County Water 
Board. 

Discovery documents filed 
Thursday provide new infor- 
mation in the case. According 
to documents, Dials was noti- 
fied Jan. 7 to contact the com- 
monwealth’s attorney’s office 
regarding a complaint of 
someone having stolen a large 
amount of funds from the 
Martin County Water District. 
The complaint alleged that an 
employee for Sumpter 
Accounting Firm had stolen 
the money from August 2012 
through October 2012. 

Hinkle was named a sus- 
pect in the case. 

Discovery also shows that 
Martin County Judge-Execu- 
tive Kelly Callaham spoke to 
officers on the phone regard- 
ing the issue in October 2012, 
at which time he said he had 
been advised that the woman 
involved in the theft was 
alleging that she had been 
threatened by a man named 
Sean Keller and forced to 
steal the funds from the water 
district. Callaham was advised 



to contact the KSP post to ask 
for an investigation, but as of 
Jan. 7, no formal request had 
been made, according to dis- 
covery documents. 

During the course of the 
investigation, Dials ques- 
tioned Callaham, who advised 
him that he had become 
involved in the complaint 
after being contacted by Linda 
and Raymond Sumpter, and 
he advised him to contact 
them for more details in the 
case. 

Dials contacted Linda 
Sumpter and during the inter- 
view was advised that Hinkle 
was the staff accountant and 
that she had been employed 
with their firm for approxi- 
mately eight years. Sumpter 
also said that Hinkle was a 
former water district employ- 
ee and was assigned to handle 
the water district’s account. 

Linda Sumpter said in her 
statement that the water dis- 
trict met on Monday, Oct. 22, 
2012, and received an anony- 
mous phone call from some- 
one that said one of their 
clerks was issuing unauthor- 
ized checks to someone who 
wasn’t a client. Although they 
didn’t know if they were the 
right recipient of the call, they 
closed the office and began an 
internal audit, finding no 
issues until they went through 
the water district’s account. 

Linda Sumpter advised 
that one of the vendors was an 
associate of Hinkle and that 
by looking at just that vendor, 
they found $9,000. They 
called the water district super- 
intendent, John Mills, and 
verified that Colby Maynard 
had done some work for the 
district but that the total 
amount should have been 
$1,500 to $2,000, so they 
began doing further research 
on Colby Maynard. 

Hinkle was called, the 
statement said, and admitted 
that the checks were issued 
and she also gave them other 
names associated with the 
missing money, according to 
documents. 

Linda Sumpter said Hinkle 
was in “terrible condition” 
and was “threatening sui- 
cide.” Sumpter also said Hin- 
kle never had the authority to 
write checks, but to only print 
them in an emergency and call 
the superintendent to get a 
signature from the commis- 
sioners. 



Linda Sumpter said in her 
statement that Hinkle said 
they threatened to kill her and 
that is why she was giving out 
the money. Sumpter also said 
no other client’s accounts 
were affected and asked Hin- 
kle why she chose the water 
district account but received 
no response. 

Hinkle was suspended 
from her position on Oct. 22, 
2012, and terminated Oct. 25, 
2012. Hinkle also admitted 
she had forged commissioners 
Nita Collier’s and John 
Haney’s signatures. 

Linda Sumpter said in her 
statement that it appeared that 
Hinkle would put in a fake 
vendor’s name and then issue 
the check to another non- 
approved vendor. Sumpter 
also said in her statement that 
her firm paid the district back 
with an average 6 percent rate 
and that her firm is now out 
the money from the theft. 
Sumpter said the district has 
been paid back in full. 

Dials said in the report 
that he made contact with Pill- 
ersdorf Law Office, which 
represents Hinkle, to schedule 
an appointment regarding the 
case. Ned Pillersdorf had 
written a letter to the com- 
monwealth’s attorneys office 
saying Hinkle wrote checks to 
Sean Keller and that he has 
voicemail of Keller demand- 
ing money from the Water 
Department or Hinkle would 
be harmed. 

On Jan. 10, Dials reviewed 
the checks , which showed 
Johnson a recipient of $1 ,720; 
Colby Maynard, $20,574.20; 
Dahryl Keller, $804.52; Scott, 
$1,682.47; Jerry Maynard, 
$3,623.36; Nannie Blackburn, 
$2,026.49 and Sean Keller, 
$1,390. 

The checks were cashed at 
various locations in various 
counties and that the driver 
license number or ID number 
listed matches the name of the 
people signing the checks. 

On Jan. 23, Dials inter- 
viewed Hinkle in the presence 
of Pillersdorf. Hinkle said it 
started with her then boy- 
friend, Colby Maynard, and 
that he and Sean Keller were 
having issues that may have 
been drug related and that 
Shawn Keller knew she 
worked in Sumpter’s office 
and that was when the threat- 
ening phone calls began. 

“Sean wanted money, but 



APPEAL: Supreme Court 
upholds murder conviction 



Continued from Front 

sentenced to life in prison. 

Two other men, David E. 
Jude, 34, and Jerry Lee 
Stepp, 29, pleaded guilty to 
manslaughter charges in the 
case and were sentenced to 
12.5 years and 10 years, 
respectively. 

The indictment claimed 
the three caused Blackburn’s 
death on June 23, 2002, by 
“inflicting blunt force injury 
to his head and body.” 
Authorities at the time said 
Blackburn was beaten 
beyond recognition and 
found in his wrecked car at 
Rockhouse in Tomahawk. 

Officers found Black- 
bum in the back seat of the 
car and said that the car 
appeared to have been 
pushed over the hill, stop- 
ping only after getting 
caught on a small tree. 

Blackburn was transport- 
ed to Cabell Huntington 
Hospital in Huntington, W. 
Va., and three days later he 
was pronounced dead. 

The case remained 
unsolved until Cornette, 
Jude and Stepp’s indictment 
in 2010. 

During Cornette ’s trial in 
Martin Circuit Court, Jude 
testified that Cornette told 
him Blackburn owed him 
money for drugs and that the 
two had words, then Black- 
bum pulled a hawk-billed 



knife and hit him with a 
stick and knocked him 
down, after which Cornette 
ran over him with a four- 
wheeler. 

Jude also said that Cor- 
nette backed over Blackburn 
and ran over him and 
dragged him after he got 
stuck under the four-wheel- 
er, then when he got free 
whipped him and went 
through his pockets before 
throwing him in a car and 
taking him to Trace Fork, 
where he tried to make it 
look like an accident. 

Cornette appealed his 
conviction, claiming that 
Martin Circuit Judge John 
David Preston improperly 
denied a continuance, a 
change of venue and a mis- 
trial in the case; that hearsay 
testimony was improperly 
allowed at trial; and that 
improper testimony was 
allowed during the penalty 
phase. 

The Supreme Court, in a 
7-1 decision Thursday, 
rejected all arguments, say- 
ing the judge did not abuse 
his discretion and finding no 
reversible errors. 

In a dissenting opinion, 
Justice Daniel J. Venters 
said the trial court abused its 
discretion by refusing to 
grant Cornette a continu- 
ance in the trial. He said 
Cornette should have been 
given time to locate an eye- 



witness who had been iden- 
tified by co-defendant Jude 
three days before the trial 
started. 

“It took years for the 
Commonwealth to gather 
the evidence needed to make 
its case against Appellant; a 
few more months to locate 
an eyewitness to the crime 
is, in the broad perspective, 
a minor inconvenience to 
the Commonwealth, and to 
the accused, an essential 
component of his Constitu- 
tional right of Due Process 
and a fair trial,” Venters said 
in his opinion. 

Cornette is serving his 
sentenced at Northpoint 
Training Center in Burgin. 




he never wanted checks issued 
in his name,” Hinkle said in 
the interview. “Sean always 
wanted the checks issued in 
someone else’s name.” 

Hinkle speculated that it 
was to keep him out of it. 

Hinkle said in her state- 
ment that Blackburn, Jerry 
Maynard, Wesley Johnson, 
Dennis Scott, Colby May- 
nard, and Dahryl Keller were 
involved but that Colby May- 
nard was the main one and 
that he was the means for oth- 
ers to get the checks to cash 
them. 

Dials also conducted sev- 
eral other interviews during 
his investigation and present- 
ed the case to the Martin 
County Grand Jury in late 
January, according to court 
documents. Indictments were 
returned in early February. 
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BLANTONS: Couple’s bodies found 



Continued from Front 

they would try to have them 
back by Friday, so we should 
know something by then.” 
Although a cause of death 
has not been released, Johnson 
County Sheriff Dwayne Price 
posted on his Facebook page 
that “the missing person 
investigation has now moved 
to a homicide investigation.” 
Amanda Fannin, the girl- 
friend of the Blantons’ son, 
William, apparently helped 
authorities in the investiga- 
tion. Fannin, who was indicted 
last year on charges of flagrant 
non- support and promoting 
contraband, entered a plea 
agreement Friday with the 
commonwealth’s attorney’s 
office in exchange for her 
cooperation in the investiga- 
tion, according to court docu- 



ments. 

“The Commonwealth 
believes that and the Defen- 
dant represents to her knowl- 
edge she is the possessor of 
information which the parties 
believe will enable the Com- 
monwealth to prosecute Wil- 
liam E. Blanton for causing 
the deaths of his parents, Larry 
Blanton and Sandra Blanton, 
and for concealing their 
remains,” the plea agreement 
says. “The defendant avers 
that she played no role what- 
soever in the deaths of Larry 
Blanton and Sandra Blanton. 
She avers that knowledge of 
their deaths and any attendant 
circumstances came to her 
only after their deaths.” 

According to the agree- 
ment, “It is believed that this 
information is known to no 
one else, and is therefore of 
crucial importance to the 



CONN: Suit filed against 
attorney, retired judge 



Continued from Front 

clerks and ALJs notified Hun- 
tington Hearing Office man- 
agement that Daugherty was 
taking the Conn Claims.” 

With the implementation of 
the CPMS, Daugherty “took 
control of the Conn Claims by 
manipulating the access and 
training granted to him through 
his participation with the 
CPMS implementation cadre,” 
the suit says. 

“As a member of this cad- 
re, Daugherty received special 
access and training that gave 
him the ability to electronical- 
ly reassign cases to himself. 
Daugherty took this opportu- 
nity to reassign high numbers 
of Conn Claims to his docket 
in violation of the Rotational 
Requirement.” 

Daugherty’s “reassign- 
ments, however, were com- 
pleted in a manner that was 
hurried and rushed leaving 
requisite factual and procedur- 
al information blank,” accord- 
ing to the suit. The reassign- 
ments caused the CPMS to 
report the incomplete fields as 
errors to supervisors of Jenni- 
fer L. Griffith, who was then a 
master docket clerk in the 
SSA’s Huntington, W.Va., 
hearing office, and regional 
SSA officials, the suit says. 

Griffith, who resigned in 
November 2007, and current 
SSA employee Sarah Carver 
are plaintiffs in the suit. 

After the errors were 
reported, Griffith’s supervisor 
accused Griffith of “creating 
the error and failing to cor- 
rectly and timely docket and 
rotate incoming Conn Claims,” 
the suit says. 

Griffith later discovered 
that Daugherty’s reassignment 
of Conn’s cases “created the 
error reports for which she was 
being blamed,” the suit says. 

“She reported Daugherty’s 
actions to her supervisors, and 
personally asked him to stop,” 
the suit says. “He did not and 
her supervisor failed to ade- 
quately respond to Daugh- 
erty’s action.” 

When Daugherty “seized 
control of a Conn Claim, he 
conducted a sham proceeding 
to make it appear that he was 
performing a bona fide review 
of the claim,” the suit says, 
and assigned contract hearing 
reporters “created audio 
recordings of the hearings.” 

Unlike other administrative 
law judges, Daugherty sched- 
uled his own “on-the-record 
hearings” and routinely held 
up to 20 such hearings for 
Conn’s cases on the same day 
at 10-minute intervals, the suit 
claims. 

Other judges who conduct- 
ed “genuine hearings were 
able to schedule only six to 
eight claims per day, each last- 
ing 30 to 60 minutes,” the suit 
says. 

Other claim representatives 
began complaining that 
Daugherty’s hearing proce- 
dures were favoring Conn’s 
cases, and Daugherty respond- 
ed by issuing on-the-record 



decisions, which are based on 
the existing record and are 
“used in exceptional circum- 
stances,” the suit claims. 
Daugherty used such decisions 
for “virtually” all of Conn’s 
cases, according to the suit. 

“During his tenure as ALJ, 
Daugherty approved the vast 
majority of the Conn Claims, 
with a caseload two or two and 
one-half times greater than the 
average,” the suit claims. “For 
Fiscal Year 2010, for example, 
Daugherty reviewed 1 ,284 
cases, and granted benefits in 
all but 4 (an approval rate of 
99.7%). As a result of the 
fraudulent diversion and reas- 
signment of cases to Daugh- 
erty, and his sham consider- 
ation of their merits, the SSA 
awarded disability benefits to 
Conn Claim claimants who 
would otherwise have not 
received them.” 

The situation was the sub- 
ject of a May 19, 2011, Wall 
Street Journal article, the suit 
says, and the plaintiffs also 
contacted the SSA’s Office of 
Inspector General, which con- 
ducted an investigation. The 
offices of U.S. Sens. Orrin 
Hatch of Utah and Tom 
Coburn of Oklahoma also con- 
ducted an investigation, the 
suit says. 

Among other things, the 
suit seeks a jury trial, damages 
in the “amount of three times 
the damages sustained by the 
United States because of the 
false claims” alleged in the 
complaint and civil penalties 
of $1 1 ,000 for “each and every 
false claim” that Conn and 
Daugherty “caused to be pre- 
sented to the United States 
and/or its grantees, and for 
each false record or statement 
that Defendants made, used, or 
caused to be made or used that 
was material to a false or 
fraudulent claim.” 

Reached by the media 
Tuesday to comment about the 
suit, Conn issued the following 
statement: “I have not seen 
any lawsuit or papers and can- 
not comment until I do. I can 
certainly say I have always 
tried to represent my clients in 
the best and most appropriate 
way possible within all the 
laws and rules. It is notewor- 
thy that the U.S. Government 
studied this lawsuit for a year 
and a half and decided not to 
join it or get involved.” 

In court filings, the govern- 
ment said it was not interven- 
ing in the case “at this time” 
and asked that the judge stay 
the suit and keep it under seal. 

“The United States requests 
a stay because of the potential 
that litigation in this case 
would affect an ongoing crimi- 
nal investigation of the same 
or similar facts,” Principal 
Deputy Assistant Attorney 
General Stuart F. Delery said 
in court papers. 

Judge Amul R. Thapar, 
however, denied the request. 

Editor’s note: A lawsuit 
represents only the plaintiffs’ 
cause for action. 
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Commonwealth’s investiga- 
tion of the disappearances of 
Larry Blanton and Sandra 
Blanton. The Commonwealth 
acknowledges that the defen- 
dant’s divulging of said infor- 
mation constitutes detrimental 
reliance by the defendant upon 
the plea agreement, as the 
importance of the defendant’s 
information would be greatly 
diminished thereafter.” 

Fannin agreed to provide 
the information in exchange 
for the commonwealth’s dis- 
missal with prejudice of the 
charges against her; agree- 
ment to not prosecute her for 
any crimes which she may 
have committed after she 
learned of the deaths of Larry 
and Sandra Blanton; and 
agreement to not prosecute her 
for any charges of which the 
KSP, Johnson County Sher- 
iff’s Office, Paintsville Police 
Department and Operation 
UNITE currently have open 
investigations pending, which 
at the time of the agreement 
are none. 

The commonwealth also 
agreed to not seek criminal 
flagrant non- support charges 
against her for any child sup- 
port arrearages owed through 
Lawrence County, according 
to the plea deal. The common- 
wealth will also agree and rec- 
ommend to the court for the 
modification of the conditions 
of her release so that she may 



be placed in a 180-day reha- 
bilitation program, such as 
Karen’s Place in Louisa, and 
she will be responsible for 
securing funding for her reha- 
bilitation placement through 
operation UNITE or other 
funding sources and if she has 
previously or is granted visita- 
tion with her children, then 
she may do so with them 
according to the rules of the 
rehabilitation facility. 

The commonwealth also 
agreed not to seek the death 
penalty for William E. Blan- 
ton for any charges relating to 
the deaths of his parents. 

“The Commonwealth is 
not by this agreement, fore- 
stalled from seeking other 
enhanced penalties for Wil- 
liam E. Blanton,” the plea 
agreement says. 

Fannin also “agrees to pro- 
vide a full and complete state- 
ment concerning her total 
knowledge of the events sur- 
rounding the disappearance, 
presumed death (including 
manner and mechanism of 
death) and burial of Larry and 
Sandra Blanton, and agrees to 
provide testimony if necessary 
concerning her knowledge of 
these events,” the agreement 
says. 

“All statements given by 
the defendant pursuant to this 
agreement shall be made in 
the presence of her counsel 
and shall be recorded,” the 



agreement says. “Should the 
Defendant fail to disclose a 
material fact known to her, 
knowingly give false informa- 
tion, or is later discovered to 
have been involved in the 
death of Larry and Sandra 
Blanton, the Commonwealth 
and defendant are released 
from this agreement with any 
information gained by the 
Commonwealth useable for 
any purpose.” 

The plea agreement also 
says that “in the event the 
Defendant discloses informa- 
tion concerning the where- 
abouts of the bodies, that 
proves to be false, then both 
parties are released from this 
agreement, and any statements 
made by Amanda Fannin as a 
result of this agreement will 
be considered offered in prof- 
fer and not usable against her.” 

“It is the intention of the 
Commonwealth and the 
defendant that the parties be 
forever bound by the terms of 
this agreement,” the agree- 
ment says. “Subsequent occu- 
pants of the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney’s Office or subse- 
quent special prosecutors are 
intended to be bound by this 
agreement.” 

Johnson Circuit Judge 
John David Preston accepted 
the plea agreement on Feb. 22, 
which was the same day he 
issued an order for the John- 
son County Sheriff’s Office to 



transport Fannin from the Pike 
County Detention Center to 
“an alleged crime scene”. 

Fannin was also transport- 
ed to the commonwealth’s 
attorney’s office on Monday, 
according to an order in the 
case file at the Johnson Coun- 
ty Circuit Court Clerk’s 
Office. 

Funeral services for the 
Blantons were held Tuesday. 

Sandra “Sandy Kaye Blan- 
ton, 54, is survived by her 
mother, Nora Blair; a sister, 
Lois Fraley; two sons, Antho- 
ny Dale and Willie Blanton; 
two step-daughters, Kimberly 
Borowski and Amanda How- 
ard; four grandchildren; and a 
step-grandchild. 

Larry Blanton, 61, is sur- 
vived by his mother, Fay 
Blanton; two sisters, Shirley 
Blanton and Debbie Botner; 
three brothers, Gary Blanton, 
Melvin Blanton Jr. and Jerry 
Blanton; two daughters, Kim- 
berly Borowski and Amanda 
Howard; a son, Willie Blan- 
ton; a stepson, Anthony Dale; 
three grandchildren; and three 
step-children. 

Funeral services were 
Tuesday at Paintsville Funeral 
Home Chapel. Burial was in 
Williams Cemetery Oil 
Springs United Baptist 
Church, Oil Springs, under 
direction of Paintsville Funer- 
al Home, Paintsville. 
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JAIL: Job applicant files suit against board 



Continued from Front 

ty Fiscal Court. Later on the 
evening of June 21, 2012, the 
authority held its regular 
meeting, and among other 
items on the agenda, the board 
held a vote to determine who 
would be hired as the jail 
administrator, according to 
the suit. 

Ten authority members, 
including Todd, attended the 
June 21, meeting, and mem- 
ber Nick Frazier made a 
motion to hire Pete Fitzpatrick 
as the jail administrator, the 
complaint said. Five mem- 
bers, including Todd, voted 
for Fitzpatrick and five mem- 
bers voted against him, the 
suit said. 

Next, member Diane Wat- 
son made a motion to hire 
Bowen as the jail administra- 
tor, and five members voted 
for Bowen and five members, 
including Todd, voted against 
him, the complaint says. 

Bowen said in the com- 
plaint that it appeared for the 



Continued from Front 

of up to 158 miles per hour 
and a path width of three- 
quarters of a mile wide. 

The tornado that moved 
into Lawrence County had a 
maximum wind speed of 138 
miles per hour and a path 
width of 200 yards. 

Martin County Emergency 
Management Director Lee 
Gauze said residents in his 
county are still rebuilding. 

“There was no government 
stuff torn up,” Gauze said. 
“There are people still rebuild- 
ing, some of them have moved 
to the other side of the county, 
or moved to another county. 
The cleanup from the homes 
that were damaged or 
destroyed is also ongoing. 
Some of the people are still 
dealing with their insurance 
companies. I know that on 
Coldwater, one house is just 
now getting rebuilt. The dam- 
age will be visible for years.” 

Long-term recovery team 
chairman Mike Ellis in Law- 
rence County said that there 
were originally 540 Federal 
Emergency Management 
(FEMA) applications directly 
related to the storm, and most 
were for hail damage. About 
35-40 that were either 
destroyed or severely dam- 
aged, and most of those resi- 
dents are now back in their 
homes, he said. 

Ellis has been working to 
obtain federal grant money for 
many of those affected. 

“We had up to one half 
million for the county. Most 



moment that neither he nor 
Fitzpatrick had won the vote 
and another board member, 
Rick May, made a motion to 
disqualify Fitzpatrick from 
further consideration due to 
“discrepancies in qualifica- 
tions according to the adver- 
tisement,” the suit said. 

Earlier in the meeting, 
members discussed whether 
or not Fitzpatrick had the 
required 10 years of law 
enforcement or corrections 
experience needed for the 
position, the complaint said, 
and the authority voted with 
five members voting to dis- 
qualify Fitzpatrick due to his 
lack of qualifications, and five 
members, including Todd, 
voted to not disqualify Fitz- 
patrick. 

After the votes, the com- 
plaint says that Lawrence 
County Judge-Executive John 
Osborne pointed out to the 
authority that the Martin 
County Fiscal Court had not 
approved Todd’s appointment 
and that as a result, his 



have received $10,000 to 
$20,000,” Ellis said. “There 
are two local contractors who 
have been doing most of the 
work and it’s slowed some, 
but they are hoping as the 
weather improves, things will 
pick up. There were some stu- 
dents from Johnson City, Ten- 
nessee that came up in the 
summer to help. They are a 
faith-based group of young 
people and it’s with the Appa- 
lachian Service Project. They 
came up and stayed in the 
basement at the school for the 
summer so they could work. 
They have adult supervision 
and a lot of good people work- 
ing for the community. They 
are planning to come back this 
year and by the time they 
leave, we should have it pretty 
much done.” 

Ellis said that People’s 
Security Bank has also been 
very helpful in acting as a go- 
between with a bank in Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

Lawrence County Judge 
Executive John Osborne said 
people were originally giving 
the county private donations 
for the victims, which they set 
up in a special account, but 
that all the money was trans- 
ferred to the recovery team so 
more work could be complet- 
ed. 

“I hope it don’t ever hap- 
pen again,” Osborne said. 
“Most of the people didn’t 
have insurance, and if it hadn’t 
been for the recovery team, we 
wouldn’t have gotten as much 
done. There is no way without 
good volunteers.” 



appointment was not valid, 
rendering him ineligible to 
vote on any issues. After a 
lengthy discussion, the 
authority asked its attorney, 
Nelson Sparks to determine 
whether Todd was a validly 
appointed member before 
adjourning the meeting, 
according to the suit. 

Todd sent a letter to Cal- 
laham on June 27, 2012, pur- 
porting to resign from the 
authority, the complaint said, 
and on June 28, 2012, Calla- 
ham reappointed Crum to the 
position, which was approved 
by the Martin County Fiscal 
Court. 

Later that same night, the 
authority met in a special 
meeting. Pursuant to the 
authority’s bylaws, the author- 
ity must give three days notice 
of any special meeting, the 
suit said 

The notice of the June 28, 
2012, special meeting includ- 
ed two agenda items: “hiring a 
new secretary for the authori- 
ty,” and “signing the contract 
for the new administrator,” 
the complaint said. 

On June 27, 2012, the 
authority attempted to amend 
the agenda for the June 28, 
2012, special meeting without 
giving the required three days’ 
notice, the complaint said, and 
the purported amendment was 
to consider “hiring the admin- 
istrator,” as opposed to “sign- 
ing the contract for the new 



administrator.” 

In addition to failing to 
give the required notice, it is 
“apparent” that some authori- 
ty members did not receive 
the revised agenda before the 
meeting itself, the complaint 
said. After a period of “argu- 
ment and infighting,” the 
authority voted at the special 
meeting to hire Fitzpatrick as 
the jail administrator, and the 
authority entered into a con- 
tract with Fitzpatrick for the 
position which he still holds. 

Bowen said in his com- 
plaint that when the authority 
voted at the regularly sched- 
uled meeting on June 21, 
2012, the Martin County Fis- 
cal Court had not approved 
Todd as a member of the 
authority and as such, he was 
not eligible to vote at the 
meeting. 

Because Todd was not eli- 
gible to vote, his vote on the 
issues taken up by the author- 
ity at the meeting should not 
count, but the remaining votes 
by eligible authority members 
should be counted and the 
results should stand as if Todd 
had not voted, the complaint 
says. 

If Todd’s vote is not count- 
ed, then the authority voted 
5-4 not to hire Fitzpatrick, 
voted 5-4 that there were “dis- 
crepancies in qualifications 
according to the advertise- 
ment” with respect to Fitzpat- 
rick’s candidacy and voted 



5-4 to hire Bowen, the com- 
plaint said. 

The authority attempted to 
amend the agenda for the spe- 
cial meeting, but it did not 
give three days notice of the 
amendment and did not pro- 
vide the notice to all its mem- 
bers, the complaint said. 

The authority took up 
business at its June 28, 2012, 
special meeting that was not 
on the original agenda, name- 
ly voting to hire Fitzpatrick, 
and never took a vote to over- 
ride or nullify its vote on June 
21 , 2012, to hire Bowen as the 
jail administrator, the com- 
plaint also said. 

The complaint said the 
court should declare as a mat- 
ter of law that the authority 
held a valid vote to hire Bow- 
en as the jail administrator, 
that it never voted to nullify or 
override its vote to hire Bow- 
en and that its vote to hire 
Fitzpatrick was invalid 
because it was not on the 
agenda for the June 28, 2012 
special meeting. 

The court should declare 
as a matter of law that Bowen 
be installed as the jail admin- 
istrator immediately and fur- 
ther order the authority to do 
so, the complaint said. 

Bowen also said in his 
complaint that he made a writ- 
ten request to the authority 
pursuant to Kentucky Open 
Records Act to inspect certain 
books and record and that the 



authority did not reply to the 
request in writing but instead 
gave him copies of “certain 
records,” with no explanation 
as to what he was being given 
or what was being withheld, 
and it was clear that some 
documents requested were not 
produced, the suit says. 

In an attempt to obtain the 
documents the authority did 
not produce, on Sept. 25, 
2012, Bowen made a second 
written request under the 
Open Records Act and the 
authority again failed to reply 
to his request in writing, the 
complaint said. 

Instead, the authority gave 
Bowen copies of certain 
records with no explanation as 
to what he was being given or 
what was being withheld, the 
complaint said. 

The authority violated the 
Open Records Act when it 
failed to respond to Bowen’s 
requests in writing in a timely 
manner and as a result, Bow- 
en is entitled to recover from 
the authority the costs of the 
action, his reasonable attorney 
fees and a monetary award to 
be determined by the court, 
but not to exceed $25 per day 
that he has been denied the 
right to inspect the requested 
records, the complaint said. 

Editor’s note: A lawsuit 
represents only the plaintiff’s 
cause for action. 
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Obituaries 






Lairel Ray Daniels 
1944-2013 

MAGOFFIN COUNTY - 
Lairel Ray Daniels, 69, of 
Springfield, Ohio, died 
Sunday, Feb. 17, at Miami 
Valley Hospital, Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Born Feb. 26, 1944, he 
was the son of the late 
Oscar and Mollie Mont- 
g o m e r y 
Daniels. 

He was 
a concrete 
layer. 

Survi- 
vors 
include two 
sons, Larry 
Daniels 
and 
Michael 
Daniels, both of Midway, 
Ohio; three brothers, Dex- 
ter Daniels and Eugene 
Daniels, both of Spring- 
field, and Jerry Daniels of 
Ezel; and five sisters, 
Emma Ruth Howard of Mt. 
Sterling, Vonda Lou How- 
ard, Jaunita Howard, Anna 
Miller and Avonelle Dan- 
iels, all of Salyersville; and 
two grandchildren. 

Funeral services were 
Friday, Feb. 22, at Flat 
Fork Freewill Baptist 
Church with William Wood- 
row Jenkins officiating. 
Burial was in Jenkins Cem- 
etery, Rockhouse, under 
direction of Magoffin Coun- 
ty Funeral Home, Salyers- 
ville. 




Brenda Joyce Gunnell 
1943-2013 

FLOYD COUNTY - 
Brenda Joyce Gunnell, 69, 
of Garrett, died Sunday, 
Feb. 17, at Pikeville Medi- 
cal Center, Pikeville. 

Born April 20, 1943, she 
was the daughter of the 
late Isaac Gunnell and 
Martha Chaffins Gunnell 
Gibson. She was a former 
employee of St. Joseph 
Hospital, Martin. 

Survivors include a 
daughter, Lisa Anne Tus- 
sey of Garrett; two broth- 
ers, Foley Gunnell and Ste- 
phen Gunnell, both of Gar- 
rett; a step-sister, Marlene 
Gibson Hall of Pippa Pass- 
es; and a granddaughter. 

Funeral services were 
Friday, Feb. 22, at Hall 
Funeral Home Chapel. 
Burial was in Chaffins cem- 
etery, Garrett, under direc- 
tion of Hall Funeral Home, 
Martin. 



Rodney Humphrey 
1981-2013 



FLOYD COUNTY - 



Rodney Humphrey, 31, of 
Salyersville died Monday, 
Feb. 18, in Salyersville. 

Born July 15, 1981 at 
Bluffton, Ind., he was the 
son of Gra- 
de Collins 
Kinney and 
the late 
John A 
Humphrey 
1 Sr. He was 
an employ- 
ee of Eagle 
Well Ser- 
vice of 
Salyers- 




ville. 

He was also preceded 
in death by a brother, Tom- 
my Hockensmith. 

Additional survivors also 
include his step-father, 
Thomas McKinney of Saly- 
ersville; and a brother, 
John Humphrey Jr. 

Funeral services were 
Friday, Feb. 22, at Salyers- 
ville Funeral Home Chapel 
with Esknovah Jackson 
officiating. Burial was in 
Bluegrass Cemetery, Saly- 
ersville, under direction of 
Salyersville Funeral Home, 
Salyersville. 



Joetta Williams 
Whitaker 
1933-2013 



JOHNSON COUNTY - 
Joetta Williams Whitaker, 
80, of Ashland, died 
Wednesday, Feb. 13, at 
Community Hospice Care 
Center, Ashland. 

Born Jan. 22, 1933, she 
was the daughter of the 
late Glen and Mallie How- 
ard Williams. She was a 
homemaker. 

She was also preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Russell Whitaker; a son, 
Russell “Rusty” Whitaker; a 
brother, Harold Whitaker; 
and a sister Evelyn Sparge. 

Survivors include a son, 
Roger Whitaker of Swamp 
Branch; a daughter, Kelli 
Jo Campbell of Ashland; 



five brothers, James Whita- 
ker of Newport News, Va., 
Mike Whitaker of Paints- 
ville, Johnny Whitaker and 
Glen Whitaker, both of 
Swamp Branch, and Tom- 
my Whitaker of Florida; two 
sisters, Helen Helgeson of 
North Dakota and Maxine 
McClean of Louisa; nine 
grandchildren; and six 
great-grandchildren. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday, Feb. 16, at 
Jones-Preston Funeral 
Home Chapel, Paintsville, 
with Ronnie Spriggs offici- 
ating. Burial was in Wil- 
liams Family Cemetery, 
Swamp Branch. 

Gloria Huff Spears 
Blanton 
1929-2013 

JOHNSON COUNTY - 
Gloria Huff Spears Blanton, 
83, of Hager Hill, died 
Wednesday, Feb. 13, at 
Paul B. Hall Medical Cen- 
ter, Paintsville. 

Born Feb. 17, 1929, in 
Johnson County, she was 
the daugh- 
ter of the 
late Quiller 
and Nola 
Daniels 
Huff. She 
was a hair- 
dresser. 

She 
was also 
preceded 
in death by 
her first 
husband, Frank Spears; 
second husband, Marvin 
Blanton; and three sisters, 
Barbara Ellen Huff, Marjo- 
rie Grant and Lawanda 
Huff. 

Survivors include two 
sons, Ronald Spears of 
Hager Hill and Keith 
Dwayne Spears of West 
Van Lear; a daughter, San- 
dra Yvonne Blevins of West 
Van Lear; four sisters, 
Brenda Jones of Omaha, 
Neb., Carol McKisic of 
Buckhannon, W.Va., Gold- 
ie Williams of Newport 
News, Va., and Sybil Leon- 
ard of Dayton, Ohio; eight 
grandchildren; 10 great- 
grandchildren; and a great- 
great-grandchild. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday, Feb. 16, at 
Jones-Preston Funeral 
Home Chapel, with Danny 
Conner officiating. Burial 
was in Highland Memorial 
Park, Staffordsville, under 
direction of Jones-Preston 
Funeral Home, Paintsville. 

Travis Wayne Hughes 
1980-2013 

FLOYD COUNTY -Tra- 
vis Wayne Hughes, 32, of 
Harold, died Tuesday, Feb. 
19, at his residence. 

Born Nov. 22, 1980, at 
Hazard, he was the son of 
Arlene 
Thacker 
Goble and 
the late 
John B. 
Hughes. 
He was a 
coal miner. 

A d d i - 
tional survi- 
v o r s 
include a 
son, Travis Hughes II of 
Harold; a daughter, Bianca 
Hughes of Harold; and sev- 
en brothers, Justin Hughes, 
Michael Hughes, Kevin 
Hughes, Brandon Hughes, 
Aaron Hughes, and Lee 
Goble, all of Harold, and 
Randall Hughes of San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday, Feb. 23, at Nel- 
son-Frazier Funeral Home, 
with Eugene Thacker, 
James Hughes, Jamie 
Hughes, Derek Hughes 
and Jason Potter officiat- 
ing. Burial was in Thacker 
Cemetery, Garner, under 
direction of Nelson-Frazier 
Funeral Home, Martin. 

Lucy Jean Mature 
1923-2013 

FLOYD COUNTY - 
Lucy Jean Mature, 89, of 
Harold, died Tuesday, Feb. 
19, at Pikeville Medical 
Center. 

Born May 19, 1923, in 
Floyd County, she was the 
daughter of 
the late 
John and 
Hattie 
Yates 
Mature. 
She was a 
homemak- 
er. 

She 
was also 
preceded 



in death by a daughter, 
Rebecca Gillespie; two 
brothers, Nick Mature and 
George Mature; and five 
sisters, Margaret Hall, 
Rhoda Hamilton, Polly 
Mature, Nora Mature and 
Mazie Webb. 

Survivors include a 
brother, Amen Mature; a 
sister, Sarah Bevins of Har- 
old; and a grandchild. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday, Feb. 23, at Pil- 
grims Home Old Regular 
Baptist Church, Grethel, 
with Old Regular Baptist 
ministers officiating. Burial 
was in Wilburn Parsons 
Cemetery, Harold, under 
direction of Nelson-Frazier 
Funeral Home, Martin. 

George L. Ramey Jr. 
1948-2013 

JOHNSON COUNTY - 
George L. Ramey Jr., 64, 
of Stambaugh, died Tues- 
day, Feb. 19, at Paul B. 
Hall Medical Center. 

Born Sept. 24, 1948, in 
Johnson County, he was 
the son of 
the late 
George Sr. 
and Mar- 
g u e r i t e 
Schintzler 
Ramey. He 
was a 
teacher and 
member of 
the High- 
land 
Church of Christ. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Tama Stapleton 
Ramey; and a sister, Pris- 
cilla Quinilvan of Phoenix, 
Ariz. 

Funeral services were 
Thursday, Feb. 21 , at High- 
land Church of Christ, with 
Jerry Scott officiating. Buri- 
al was in Highland Memo- 
rial Park Cemetery, Staf- 
fordsville, under direction 
of Jones-Preston Funeral 
Home, Paintsville. 

Harold Marcum 
1931-2013 

MARTIN COUNTY - 
Harold Marcum, 82, of 
Lovely, died Friday, Feb. 
22, at Williamson Memorial 
Hospital. 

Born Feb. 14, 1931, at 
Whitepost, he was the son 
of the late 
Anse Mar- 
cum and 
Maggie 
“Beulah” 
Maddox 
Marcum. 

He was 
also pre- 
ceded in 
death by a 
daughter, 
Brenda Blevins; two sisters 
and a brother. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Coreena “Rene” Rob- 
ertson Marcum; two daugh- 
ters, Linda Blevins of Pil- 
grim and Connie Thomas 
of Lovely; eight grandchil- 
dren; and 11 great-grand- 
children. 

Graveside services 
were Saturday, Feb. 23, at 
Carney Cemetery, Pilgrim, 
with Lynn Stanley officiat- 
ing, under direction of 
Phelps & Son Funeral 
Home, Inez. 

Harry Tom Adams 
1940-2013 

JOHNSON COUNTY - 
Harry Tom Adams, 72, of 
Nippa, died Monday, Feb. 
18, at his residence. 

Born April 29, 1940, in 
Mingo County, W.Va., he 
was the son of the late Pat 
and Verna Johnson Adams. 
He was a coal miner and 
U.S. Army veteran. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Helen Martin Adams; 
two sons, Billy Joe Adams 
of Lexington and Mark 
Adams of Winchester; a 
sister, Barbara Spurlock of 
Tennessee; and a grand- 
child. 

Funeral services were 
Wednesday, Feb. 20, at 
Jones-Preston Funeral 
Home Chapel, with Merle 
Music officiating. Burial 
was in Bailey Cemetery, 
Salyersville, under direc- 
tion of Jones-Preston 
Funeral Home, Paintsville. 

Dora Mae Blair Auxier 
1938-2013 

JOHNSON COUNTY - 
Dora Mae Blair Auxier, 74, 
of East Point, died Wednes- 
day, Feb. 20, at Cabell 
Huntington Hospital, Hun- 
tington, W.Va. 

Born Aug. 24, 1938, in 
Johnson County, she was 








the daughter of the late 
Leonard and Ella Jane 
Marshell Blair. She was a 
caregiver. 

She was also preceded 
in death by a son, Richard 
Auxier; and a daughter, 
Tammy Bernice Auxier. 

Survivors include a son, 
Ronald Darrell Auxier of 
Prestonsburg; a daughter, 
Brenda Blanton of Pres- 
tonsburg; four grandchil- 
dren; 15 great-grandchil- 
dren; and a great-great- 
grandchild. 

Funeral services were 
Sunday, Feb. 24, at Whita- 
ker Freewill Baptist Church, 
with Hubert Slone officiat- 
ing. Burial was in Blair 
Cemetery, East Point, 
under direction of Jones- 
Preston Funeral Home, 
Paintsville. 

Dora Lawson 
1934-2013 

JOHNSON COUNTY- 
Dora Lawson, 78, of White- 
house, died Saturday, Feb. 
23, at her residence. 

Born Aug. 13, 1934, in 
Johnson County, she was 
the daugh- 
ter of the 
late Beech- 
er Daniel 
and Rose 
Adams 
Daniel. 

Survi- 
vors 
include two 
daughters, 
Nancy 
Price of 
Staffordsville and Lou Ann 
Pack of Thelma; and three 
grandchildren. 

Funeral services were 
held Monday, Feb. 25, at 
Phelps & Son Funeral 
Home Chapel with Dorcey 
Fields officiating. Burial 
was in Daniels Family 
Cemetery, Whitehouse, 
under direction of Phelps & 
Son Funeral Home, Paints- 
ville. 

Joyce Ann Pack 
1937-2013 

JOHNSON COUNTY - 
Joyce Ann Pack, 75, of Wil- 
liamsport, died Friday, Feb. 
22 at Highlands Regional 
Medical Center. 

Born Nov. 24, 1937, in 
Johnson County, she was 
the daugh- 
ter of the 
late Rich- 
ard Mollett 
and Grace 
Crum Mol- 
lett. 

She 
was also 
preceded 
in death by 
her hus- 
band, 

Hobart Pack. 

Survivors include a son, 
Paul Irvin Pack of Williams- 
port; two daughters, Wilda 
Green of Thelma and Con- 
nie Hurt of Tallahassee, 
Fla.; two brothers, James 
Richard Mollett of Jackson- 
ville, Fla., and Jonh Benja- 
min Mollett of Columbus, 
Ga.; seven grandchildren; 
and two great-grandchil- 
dren. 

Funeral services were 
held Monday, Feb. 25, at 
Hurricane United Baptist 
Church, Boonscamp, with 
David Baldwin, Jim Lemas- 
ter, and Marvin Daniels offi- 
ciating. 

Burial was in Pack Fam- 
ily Cemetery, Williamsport, 
under direction of Phelps & 
Son Funeral Home, Paints- 
ville. 

Lydia Jane Arnett 
McFarland 
1928-2013 

MAGOFFIN COUNTY - 
Lydia Jane Arnett McFar- 
land, 84, of Salyersville, 
died Saturday, Feb. 22, at 
Cabell Huntington Hospital. 
She was a homemaker. 

Born April 24, 1928, in 
Magoffin County, she was 
the daugh- 
ter of the 
late Haden 
and Josie 
R i s n e r 
Arnett. 

She 
was also 
preceded 
in death by 
her hus- 
band, 
Arnold 
McFarland; a son Eddie 
Arnold; four sisters, Edna 
Mae Barnett, Ollidene Cau- 
dill, Minnie Rose Risner 
and Eva Roark; and five 
brothers, Easton Arnett, 
Baxter Arnett, Edward 



Arnett, Parker Arnett and 
Thomas “T.J.” Arnett. 

Survivors include two 
sons, Freddie McFarland 
and Danny Joe McFarland 
both of Salyersville; seven 
grandchildren; eight great- 
grandchildren; and a great- 
great-grandchild. 

Funeral services were 
Monday, Feb. 25 at Magof- 
fin County Funeral Home 
Chapel, Salyersville, with 
Floyd Arnett and Eddie 
Dennison officiating. Burial 
was in McFarland Family 
Cemetery, Lakeville, under 
direction of Magoffin County 
Funeral Home, Salyersville. 



Myrtle Bradley Hicks 
1924-2013 

FLOYD COUNTY - 
Myrtle Bradley Hicks, 88, of 
Ivel, died Friday, Feb. 22, 
at Pikeville Medical Center. 

Born Dec. 14, 1924, at 
Risner, she was the daugh- 
ter of the late William Brad- 
ley and Dollie Flannery. 
She was a homemaker and 
member of Holiness Unto 
The Lord Church, David. 

She was also preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Birdie Hicks; a son, Burnis 
Hicks; three brothers, 
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Lucille Senters Cook 
1923-2013 

KENTON COUNTY - 
Lucille Senters Cook, 89, 
of Erlanger, passed away 
Sunday, Feb. 24, at Mer- 
cy Anderson Hospital, 
Anderson, Ohio. 

She was born May 4, 
1923, in Louisa, the 
daughter of the late Bill 
and Alvia Thompson Sent- 
ers. She was a housewife, 
a member of the Louisa 
Freewill Baptist Church, 
and a member of the Gold 
Star Wives. 

In addition to her par- 
ents, she was also pre- 
ceded in death by a son, 
William Cook; grandson, 
Jeffery Gerber; a sister, 
Emogene Jordan; and two 
brothers, Hershel Senters 
and George Senters. 
Survivors include, two 
daughters, Brenda Gerber 
of Conners, Ga., and Glo- 




ria Cook of Erlanger; a 
son, Bert Cook Jr. of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio; a brother, 
Granville Senters of Loui- 
sa, eight grandchildren; 
and 11 great-grandchil- 
dren. 

Funeral services will be 
conducted 2 p.m. today, 
Wednesday, Feb. 27, at 
Young Funeral Home 
Chapel, with Bro. Ric Fra- 
zier officiating. Burial will 
follow in Greenlawn Cem- 
etery, Louisa, under direc- 
tion of Young Funeral 
Home, Louisa. 



Card of Thanks 

The family of 

Newman Roberts 

would like to express their heartfelt gratitude 
to those who remembered us during our loss. 
Many thanks go out to those who sent flow- 
ers, provided food, attended the viewing and 
funeral and offered kind 
words of comfort. 

A special thank you to 
Rev. Clifford Austin, 

Rev. Jim Blevins, Rev. 

Greg Caudill, Rev. Mike 
Roberts and the Light- 
house Freewill Baptist 
Choir for making the fu- 
neral services a special 
tribute to Newman and 
to the men and boys 
of the Lighthouse FWB Church who served 
as honorary pallbearers. The wonderful meal 
provided to the family and friends after the 
funeral service by the ladies of the Louisa 
United Methodist Church and Lighthouse 
FWB Church was deeply appreciated. And 
also thanks to those who contributed to the 
building fund of those churches. 

We are especially grateful for the care and 
comfort provided by Wilson Funeral Home 
and their wonderful staff. We love you all. 

Toby, loving wife; daughters and spouses, 
Robin & Karl, Kim & Rick, Suzie & Jamie; 
grandchildren, Annie, Aaron, Michael, Adam, 
Jesse & Joey; and great-grandchildren, 
Henry and Georgia 
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Albert Bradley, Irvin Brad- 
ley and Ellis Bradley; and 
two sisters, Marie Arnett 
and Imogene Bauer. 

Survivors include a son, 
Douglas Hicks of Ivel; two 
daughters, Shirley Hicks of 
Springfield, Tenn., and 
Susie Gotwald of Franklin, 
Tenn.; a sister, Pearl Prater 
of Leslie, Mich.; and four 
grandchildren. 

Funeral services were 
Sunday, Feb. 24, at Carter 
Funeral Home Chapel. 
Burial was at Gethsemane 
Gardens, Prestonsburg, 
under direction of Carter 
Funeral Home, Prestons- 
burg. 

Willis Shelley 
Johnson 
1948-2013 

FLOYD COUNTY -Wil- 
lis Shelley Johnson, 65, of 
Melvin, died Thursday, 
Feb. 21 at Pikeville Medical 
Center. 

Born Jan. 14, 1948, at 
Muskegon, Mich., he was 
the son of 
the late 
Shelley 
and Louise 
Peterson 
Johnson. 
He was a 
vocational 
school 
instructor. 

He was 
also pre- 
ceded in 
death by a brother, Dennis 
Gene Johnson. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Deborah Bernice 
Burke Johnson; two sons, 
Kevin Dwayne Johnson of 
Hindman and Darren 
Joseph Johnson of Melvin; 
a daughter, Deborah Lou- 
ise Johnson of Melvin; a 
brother, Percy Dean John- 
son of Weeksbury; two sis- 
ters, Jewell Jean Greene of 
Lincoln Park, Mich., and 
Edith Birdie Paja of Mon- 
roe, Ga.; two half-sisters, 
Laura Belle Kendricks and 
Mary Louise Woodering, 
both of Muskegon; and two 
grandchildren. 

Funeral services were 
Monday, Feb. 25, at Melvin 
Church of Christ, with 
Church of Christ ministers 
officiating, under direction 
of Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home, Hindman. 

Wanda Lee Parks 
1950-2013 

LAWRENCE COUNTY 
- Wanda Lee Parks, 62, of 
Louisa, died Thursday, 
Feb. 21. 

Born June 5, 1950, at 
Louisa, she was the daugh- 
ter of the 
late Ray 
and Shirley 
Johnson 
Wheeler. 
She was a 
homemak- 
er. 

She 
was also 
preceded 
in death by 
a sister, Ruth Deboard. 

Survivors include her 
husband, Raymond Rus- 
sell Parks II; a daughter, 
Angela Rose of Louisa; 
three sons, Rusty Parks 
and Mike McBride, both of 
Columbus, Ohio, and Her- 
bie Parks of Louisa; three 
brothers, Willis Wheeler of 
Fort Worth, Texas, Ted 
Wheeler of Louisa and 
Ronnie Wheeler of Chica- 
go, III.; eight grandchildren; 
and two great-grandchil- 
dren. 

Funeral services were 
Sunday, Feb. 24, at Wilson 
Funeral Home Chapel, with 
Rick May and James Eddie 
Mabry officiating. Burial 
was in Wheeler Cemetery, 
Louisa, under direction of 
Wilson Funeral Home, 
Louisa. 

Charlie Ratliff 
1954-2013 

JOHNSON COUNTY - 
Charlie Ratliff, 58, of Hager 
Hill, died Monday, Feb. 18, 
at Ashland Community 
Hospice Care Center. 

Born Feb. 25, 1954, in 
Johnson County, he was 
the son of the late Leander 
and Ella Mae VanHoose 
Ratliff. He was a coal min- 
er. 

He was also preceded 
in death by a sister, Mae 
Horne. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Tenia Sue Blair Ratliff; 
two sons, Jeremy C. Rat- 
cliff of Prestonsburg and 
Charlie Jay Ratliff of Hager 
Hill; three daughters, Myra 
Sue Ratcliff of Tutor Key, 
Suzanna Lynn Akers of 
Wittensville and Sarah Lee 
Ratliff of Hager Hill; two 
brothers, Edward Lee 
Ratliff and Billy Ratliff, both 
of Hager Hill; five sisters, 



Brenda Spears of Sitka, 
Linda Fay Blair, Glenia 
Pennington and Wanda 
Blair, all of Hager Hill, and 
Leonia Hannah of Swamp 
Branch; and five grandchil- 
dren. 

Funeral services were 
Friday, Feb. 22, at New 
Bethel Freewill Baptist 
Church, Riceville, with 
Hubert Slone, Joe Scott, 
and Donald Ray Caudill 
officiating. Burial was in 
Topsy Ratliff Cemetery, 
Denver, under direction of 
Jones-Preston Funeral 
Home, Paintsville. 

Jackie Young 
1941-2013 

BOYD COUNTY - 
Jackie Young, 71, of West- 
wood, formerly of Hitchins, 
died Monday, Feb. 18, at 
King’s Daughters Medical 
Center, Ashland. 

Born Aug. 31, 1941, at 
Denton, he 
was the 
son of the 
late Thur- 
man Sr. 
and Shirley 
G I a n c y 
Young. He 
was owner 
of Young’s 
Home 
Improve- 
ment and 
of the Baptist faith. 

He was also preceded 
in death by a daughter, 
Rachael Dawn Martin; a 
sister, Imogene Griffith; 
and a brother, William E. 
Young. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Krista Baier Young; 
five sons, Jack Young of 
Grayson, Mike Young of 
Olive Hill, Rex Satterfield, 
Rick Satterfield and Noah 
Young, all of Ashland; a 
daughter, Michelle Robin- 
son of Indiana; two sisters, 
Shirley Waugh and Kather- 
ine Allen, both of Grayson; 
three brothers, Bob Young, 
Jim Young and Thurman 
Young Jr.; 18 grandchil- 
dren; and 12 great-grand- 
children. 

Funeral services were 
Thursday, Feb. 21, at 
Malone Funeral Home, 
with Terry Harris officiating. 
Burial was in Glancy Fami- 
ly Cemetery, Denton, under 
direction of Malone Funeral 
Home, Grayson. 

Helen “Jackie” Brose 
1938-2013 

OHIO - Helen “Jackie” 
Brose, 74, of Ironton, Ohio, 
died Saturday, Feb. 23, at 
Jo-Lin Nursing Home, 
Ironton. 

Born Dec. 23, 1948, at 
Pulaski, 
Va., she 
was the 
daughter of 
the late 
Charles 
Earnest 
Morris and 
Geraldine 
Fields 
Crumpler. 
She was a 
homemak- 
er and member of the 
Sharon Baptist Church. 

She was also preceded 
in death by two brothers, 
John Wayne Crumpler and 
Sidney Crumpler. 

Survivors include five 
daughters, Carla Marshall, 
Carolyn Eastham and Con- 
nie Brose, all of Ironton, 
Christine Drake of Flat- 
woods and Tomi Leibee of 
Louisa; two sons, Joe 
Brose of South Point, Ohio, 
and Rick McCardle of Mar- 
ion, Ohio; four sisters, Mary 
Jane Wetmore of Fredrick, 
Va., Joyce Christopher, 
and Judith Renshaw, both 
of Petersburg, Va., and 
Janice Bailey of Lillington, 
N.C.; a brother, Jerrol 
Crumpler of Macon, Ga.; 
and 11 grandchildren. 

Memorial services will 
be held at a later date, 
under direction of Phillips 
Funeral Home, Ironton, 
Ohio. 

Rosie Jude 
1927-2013 

WEST VIRGINIA - 
Rosie Jude, 85, of William- 
son, W.Va., died Sunday, 
Feb. 24, at Trinity Health 
Care, Williamson. 

Born Dec. 12, 1927, in 
Martin County, she was the 
daughter of the late Martin 
and Pearline Moore Fletch- 
er. 

She was also preceded 
in death by two sons, Mar- 
vin and Jimmy Jude; four 
brothers; and a sister. 

Survivors include two 
sons, Ralph and Sammy 
Jude, both of Williamson; 
two daughters, Mary 
Fletcher of Louisa and 
Avanelle Nicholas of Inez; 
a brother, Matt Fletcher of 



Inez; fours sisters, Martha 
Kirk of Warfield, Sara Endi- 
cott of Inez, Angaline Bur- 
nett of Nolan, W.Va., and 
Lucille Fletcher of Salyers- 
ville; 17 grandchildren; and 
several great-grandchil- 
dren. 

Funeral services will be 
11 a.m. today, Wednesday, 
Feb. 27, at Little Annie 
United Baptist Church, Pil- 
grim, with Gene Burnett, 
Claude Mollette, and Walk- 
er Fields officiating. Burial 
will be in Moore Cemetery, 
Pilgrim, under direction of 
Phelps and Son Funeral 
Home, Inez. 

Luther Hamilton 
1934-2013 

FLOYD COUNTY - 
Luther Hamilton, 78, of 
Teaberry, died Saturday, 
Feb. 23, at UK Medical 
Center. 

Born Sept. 21, 1934, in 
Floyd 
County, he 
was the son 
of the late 
Harvey and 
Judy Belle 
Hall Hamil- 
ton. He was 
a coal min- 
er and min- 
ister of Pil- 
g r i m s 
Home Old 
Regular Baptist Church, 
Teaberry. 

He was also preceded 
in death by his first wife, 
Sally Johnson Hamilton; 
second wife, Roberta Ham- 
ilton; and several brothers 
and sisters. 

Survivors include four 
sons, Verl Hamilton, Ledis 
Hamilton and Wilburn 
Hamilton, all of Teaberry, 
and Cledis Hamilton of 
Sevierville, Tenn.; a daugh- 
ter, Dee Templin of Pikev- 
ille; four step-children; 10 
grandchildren; nine great- 
grandchildren; and several 
step-grandchildren. 

Funeral services will be 
11 a.m. today, Wednesday, 
Feb. 27, at Pilgrims Home 
Old Regular Baptist 
Church, with Old Regular 
Baptist ministers officiating. 
Burial will be in Allard Ham- 
ilton Cemetery, Teaberry, 
under direction of Nelson- 
Frazier Funeral Home, 
Martin. 

Ronald Stewart Wright 
1961-2013 

FAYETTE COUNTY - 
Ronald Stewart Wright, 51 , 
of Lexington, died Thurs- 
day, Feb. 21, at his resi- 
dence. 

Born June 1, 1961, at 
Paintsville, he was the son 
of Ronald and Marsha 
Wright of Prestonsburg. He 
was a member of Pleasant 
Home Church and worked 
in a local nursing home 
ministry. 

Additional survivors also 
include a daughter, Han- 
nah Margaret Wright of 
Lexington; and a brother, 
Steven Wright of Lexing- 
ton. 

Funeral services were 
Sunday, Feb. 24, at Hall 
Funeral Home Chapel, with 
Mark Tackett officiating. 
Burial was in Gethsemane 
Gardens, Prestonsburg, 
under the direction of Hall 
Funeral Home, Martin. 

Marlene Newsome 
Hamilton 
1949-2013 

FLOYD COUNTY - 
Marlene Newsome Hamil- 
ton, 64, of Huntington, died 
Wednesday, Feb. 20, at 
Huntington Memorial Hos- 
pital. 

Born Jan. 2, 1949, at 
Ligon, she 
was the 
daughter of 
the late Bill 
and Draxie 
Caudill 
Newsome. 
She was a 
caregiver 
for Path- 
finder Ser- 
vices. 

She was also preceded 
in death by a brother, Wil- 
liam “Buddy” Newsome; 
and three sisters, Ethel 
Tackett, Charlene Rackey 
and Katherine Howell. 

Survivors include two 
sons, William Hamilton of 
Andrews, Ind., and Terry 
Hamilton of Johnson City, 
Tenn.; a daughter, Sherry 
Easterday of Shelbyville, 
Ind.; a brother, David New- 
some of Huntington, Ind.; 
three sisters, Violet New- 
some of Banner, Carl Sue 
Hamilton and Geraldine 
Shaw, both of Huntington; 
five grandchildren; and a 
great-grandchild. 

Funeral services were 
Sunday, Feb. 24, at 
Samaria Old Regular Bap- 



tist Church, Teaberry, with 
Old Regular Baptist minis- 
ters officiating. Burial was 
in Newman Cemetery, Hi 
Hat, under direction of Nel- 
son-Frazier Funeral Home, 
Martin. 

Virginia Mae 
DeRossett 
1921-2013 

FAYETTE COUNTY - 
Virginia Mae DeRossett, 
91, of Lexington, died Sun- 
day, Feb. 24. 

Born Oct. 17, 1921, she 
was the daughter of the 
late Bill and 
Nora Slone 
D e a so n . 
She was a 
homemak- 
er and 
member of 
Tom Moore 
Freewill 
Baptist 
Church, 
Prestons- 
burg. 

She was also preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Robert Alton DeRossett; 
two brothers, Charlie 
Brown and Burnis Brown; 
and a step-sister, Irene 
Petry. 

Survivors include a son, 
Matthew DeRossett of 
North Carolina; a daughter, 
Jennifer Morrison of Lex- 
ington; two grandchildren; 
and two great-grandchil- 
dren. 

Funeral services were 
Tuesday, Feb. 26, at Tom 
Moore Freewill Baptist 
Church, with Clifford Austin 
and Jody Spencer officat- 
ing. Burial was in Rich- 
mond Cemetery, Prestons- 
burg, under direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home, Martin. 

Sandara “Sandy” Kaye 
Blanton 
1959-2013 

JOHNSON COUNTY - 
Sandara “Sandy” Kaye 
Blanton, 54, of Oil Springs 
died Friday, Feb. 22, at her 
residence. 

She was also preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Larry Blanton. 

Survivors include her 
mother, Nora Blair; a sister, 
Lois Fraley; two sons, 
Anthony Dale and Willie 
Blanton; two step-daugh- 
ters, Kimberly Borowski and 
Amanda Howard; four 
grandchildren; and a step- 
grandchild. 

Funeral services were 
Tuesday, Feb. 26, at Paints- 
ville Funeral Home Chapel. 
Burial was in Williams Cem- 
etery, Oil Springs United 
Baptist Church, Oil Springs, 
under direction of Paintsville 
Funeral Home, Paintsville. 

Larry Joe Blanton 
1952-2013 

JOHNSON COUNTY - 
Larry Blanton, 61, of Oil 
Springs, died Friday, Feb. 
22, at his residence. 

He was also preceded in 
death by his wife, Sandra 
Blanton. 

Survivors include his 
mother, Fay Blanton; two 
sisters, Shirley Blanton and 
Debbie Botner; three broth- 
ers, Gary Blanton, Melvin 
Blanton Jr. and Jerry Blan- 
ton; two daughters, Kimber- 
ly Borowski and Amanda 
Howard; a son, Willie Blan- 
ton; a stepson, Anthony 
Dale; three grandchildren; 
and three step-grandchil- 
dren. 

A private ceremony will 
be held for family and 
friends, under direction of 
Paintsville Funeral Home. 

Clara Elizabeth 
Mullins Harris 
1919-2013 

JOHNSON COUNTY - 
Clara Elizabeth Mullins Har- 
ris, 93, of Staffordsville, died 
Feb. 20, at her residence. 

Born Oct. 7, 1919, at 
Pikeville, she was the 
daughter of the late John 
Wilson and Mellie Payne 
Mullins. She was a retired 
cook for Auxier Elementary, 
and member of the Auxier 
Historical Society and the 
Women’s Democratic Club. 

She was also preceded 
in death by a son, Wilven 
Bascom Harris; six broth- 
ers, Sam Mullins, John Wil- 
son Mullins II, James Wood- 
row Mullins, Clyde L. Mull- 
ins, Charles Edward Mullins 
and William Reed Mullins; 
five sisters, Myrtle Mae 
Roberts, Pauline Mullins, 
Martha Mullins, Mary Zemo 
and Maudie Lorraine Mull- 
ins; and two grandchildren. 

Survivors include a son, 
Carlen Luther Harris of Win- 
ona Lake, Ind.; four daugh- 
ters, Murvella McKenzie of 
Little Rock, Ark., Rita Harris 



and Lidola “Dodie” Harris, 
both of Staffordsville, and 
Delora Kraus of Auxier; a 
sister, Ida Jo Carey of King- 
sport, Ind.; 15 grandchil- 
dren; and several great- 
grandchildren and great- 
great-grandchildren. 

Funeral services were 
Sunday, Feb. 24 at Nelson- 
Funeral Home, with Calvin 
Setser officiating. Burial 
was in Johnson Memorial 
Park, Pikeville, under direc- 
tion of Nelson-Frazier 
Funeral Home, Martin. 

James Anderson 
Slone 

1930 - 2013 

WEST VIRGINIA - 
James Anderson Slone, 83, 
of Kermit, W.Va., died Friday, 
Feb. 22 at his residence. 

Born July 12, 1930, he 
was the son of the late Bal- 
lard and Violet Slone. He 
worked at Delbarton Water 
Treatment Plant. 

He was also preceded in 
death by a sister, Mary Fos- 
ter. 

Survivors include two 
sons, Robert Slone and 
James Slone; five daughters, 
Diana Slone, Teresa Slone, 
Brenda Irish, Kathy Seda 
and Mary Hensley; two 
brothers, Ballard Ray Slone 
of Alum Creek, W.Va., and 
David Curtis Slone of High 
Point, N.C.; 13 grandchil- 
dren; and six great-grand- 
children. 

Graveside services were 
Tuesday, Feb. 26, at Mur- 
phy’s Cemetery, East Kermit, 
W.Va., under direction of 
Richmond-Callaham Funeral 
Home, Inez. 

Bill “Red Bill” Crace 

1931 - 2013 

JOHNSON COUNTY - 
Bill “Red Bill” Crace, 81, of 
Paintsville, died Wednesday, 
Feb. 20, at Mountain Manor, 
Paintsville. 

Born Nov. 11, 1931, in 
Johnson County, he was the 
son of the late Charlie and 
Josie Pearl Blair Crace. He 



was a contract laborer. 

He was also preceded in 
death by his wife, Mary 
Crace; two daughters, Vella 
“Judy” Garrett and Elizabeth 
Crace; five brothers, John 
Crace, Ed Crace, Paul 
Crace, William “Little Bill” 
Crace and Ben Crace; and a 
sister, Roxie Meade Parker. 

Survivors include two 
daughters, Margaret Prater 
and Billie Jo Johnson, both 
of Prestonsburg; a brother, 
Jay Crace of Blue River; five 
grandchildren; and several 
great-grandchildren. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday, Feb. 23, at Nel- 
son-Frazier Funeral Home, 
with Steve Williams officiat- 
ing. Burial was in Little Paint 
Cemetery, Prestonsburg, 
under direction of Nelson- 
Frazier Funeral Home, Mar- 
tin. 

Covie Chester Moore 
1958-2013 

MARTIN COUNTY - 
Covie Chester Moore, 54, of 
Inez, died Sunday, Feb. 24, 
at Community Hospice Care 
Center, Ashland. 

Born March 24, 1958, in 
Martin County, he was the 
son of the late Buster “Fatty” 
and Tilda Preece Moore. 

S u r v i - 
vors include 
three broth- 
ers, Allen 
Moore, 
Oscar 
Moore and 
L e n z i e 
Moore, all of 
Inez; and 
three sis- 
ters, Phyllis 
Mills of Beauty, Myrtle May- 
nard and Louise Johnson, 
both of Inez. 

Funeral services will be 2 
p.m. today, Wednesday, Feb. 
27, at Vineyard United Bap- 
tist Church, with Richard 
“Doc” Maynard officiating. 
Burial will be in Johnson 
Cemetery, Spence Branch, 
under direction of Phelps 
and Son Funeral Home, 
Inez. 



Sterlin Eugene 
Williamson 
1947-2013 

WEST VIRGINIA - Ster- 
lin Eugene Williamson, 

65, of Fort Gay, W.Va., 
died Sunday, Feb. 24. 

Born Dec. 22, 1947, in 
Webb, he was the son of 
the late Mack and Myrtle 
Copley Williamson. He 
was an electrical contrac- 
tor and was a United 
States Army Vietnam Vet- 
eran. 

Survivors include a 
daughter, Jennifer (Allen) 

Harris of Flat Gap; three 
brothers, Dwight (Patty) 

Williamson and Carl 
(Rosetta) Williamson, 
both of Webb, W.Va., and 
Bill (Oretha) Williamson of 
Fort Gay, W.Va., ; a sister, 

In Loving Memory 

Sherril Stevens 

Today I sit here all alone 
I keep wondering why God called you home. 

It seems like some days never 
end, 

while others just begin. 

I know you are in a better place 
but I still miss your smiling 
face. 

There will be new bodies for all 
of us up there, 

nothing will be able to compare. 

Walls of Jasper, streets made of 
pure gold, 

Oh, what a sight to behold. 

God says welcome home when we all get there, 
what a moment we will all share. 

Love, 

Your Wife, Children and Grandkids 



Card of Thanks 

The family of the late Amanda Workman 
wishes to express their deep appreciation to 
those who offered such kindness, 
support and messages of sympathy and 
comfort during the loss of our mother. We 
especially wish to thank the Paintsville 
Funeral Home, Reverend John Estep for the 
bfatififul service , the Pelfrey Family 
Singers, Constable Steve Rose, PD. Witten 
and the Paintsville Police Department, 
Lawrence County Sheriff’s Office and 
Hubert Collins for the recognition he gave to 
our mother. 

The children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren of Amanda Workman 

7 y\ | s* — v iy 





Ann (Orville) Evans of 
Middletown, Ohio; and 
three grandchildren. 

A memorial service will 
be conducted 11 a.m. Fri- 
day, March 1, at Young 
Funeral Home Chapel, 
with Sherman Ray Wil- 
liamson officiating, with 
visitation 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. Friday, March 1, 
under direction of Young 
Funeral Home, Louisa. 
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Communities 



Erase a 
vengeful ex 
from your 
digital life 



by Kim Komando 



Kim Komando 
hosts the 
nation’s largest 
talk radio show 
about consum- 
er electronics, 
computers and 
the Internet. 




Breaking up is hard to 
do. It’s even harder in the 
age of the Internet and 
social media. Many former 
spouses, partners, boy- 
friends and girlfriends now 
seek digital revenge. 

This could be done by 
posting fake messages on 
the ex’s social media, or 
even posting intimate pho- 
tos and messages for 
everyone to see. Some 
people go to great lengths 
to destroy their ex’s reputa- 
tion. 

It doesn’t help that peo- 
ple leave themselves wide 
open for attack. A recent 
survey conducted by online 
security firm McAfee 
revealed that more than 50 
percent of people share 
account passwords with 
their partner. Plus, 1 in 3 
surveyed saw nothing 
wrong with sending their 
partner racy images. 

Here’s why that’s a 
spectacularly bad idea: The 
survey also found that 28 
percent of people who 
have sent intimate photos 
or videos have regretted 
doing so. One in 10 say an 
ex has threatened to post 
racy images online. Also, 
84 percent have had to 
change passwords after 
breakups. 

What can you do to pro- 
tect yourself when it looks 
like you’re headed for a 
breakup? 

First, change the pass- 
words for all your social 
networking accounts . If 
your ex knows those and 
gets in first, he or she can 
change your passwords 
and block you out. A 
vengeful ex could then 
start posting nasty things 
under your profile. Clean- 
ing it up isn’t easy. 

Once the breakup is 
official, you probably 
won’t want to see your ex 
popping up all over your 
Facebook and Twitter 
feeds, or to give them the 
opportunity to post on your 
profile. Go into your 
accounts and block the ex. 

If your ex knows the 
passwords for any of your 
email or financial accounts , 
be sure to reset those, too! 
You probably should any- 
way, as partners often 
know more than you think. 

It might be best to start 
fresh with a new email 
account at Gmail or Yahoo! 
Those email providers 
make it easy to transfer 
your address book and 
update all your friends and 
family members. 

Set a new password or 
PIN code for your comput- 
ers and gadgets. Make 
sure the app includes a 
tracking feature that allows 
you to remotely wipe 
information if either is sto- 
len. 

Remember to create 
strong passwords. That 
means avoiding using 
words and numbers that 
you used during the rela- 
tionship. 

Delete any revealing 
photos, intimate text mes- 
sages and email from your 
computer and gadgets. 

If you share a computer 
with your partner, transfer 
your personal photos, 
music and important proj- 
ect files to an external hard 
drive or a private cloud- 
based storage account. 

Taking these steps will 
help secure your privacy 
and personal information. 

Unfortunately, there 
isn’t much you can do if 
you have sent your ex racy 
photos or steamy texts. 
Once you hit the send but- 
ton on an email or text, it’s 
out of your hands and out 
of your control. 

A private video or pho- 
to shared with even one 
other person by a vengeful 
ex can quickly spin out of 
control and be seen by 
thousands in a few hours. 
Once it’s out there, you 

See LIFE, Page A8 
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Ladies in Red event held 



Rhoda Yvanna Skaggs Cordle 

(Mammy) 

Birthday in Heaven!!! 
3 / 5 / 1951 - 10 / 18/2011 






PAINTSVILLE - Febru- 
ary is Heart Disease Aware- 
ness Month, and Highlands 
Health System, in conjunction 
with the Johnson County 
Health Department, held its 
third Ladies in Red event of 
2013. 

Over 145 guests were in 
attendance, making it High- 
lands’ most widely attended 
Ladies in Red yet. 

Heart disease education 
began with Debbie Ousley, 
director of Cardio Diagnostics 
at Highlands Health System, 
who identified the most com- 
mon heart disease risk factors 
and recommended lifestyle 
choices, such as smoking ces- 
sation and 30 minutes of exer- 
cise per day, to help reduce 
risks. 

Following Ousley, Kristal 
Bradley, project coordinator 
for the Heartburn Center at 
Highlands, spoke on the signs 
and symptoms of a heart 
attack. Bradley says that many 
people believe they can drive 
themselves to the hospital 
when having heart attack 
symptoms. Instead, she advis- 
es not to put yourself in more 
danger by driving, but instead 



to call 911. The topic shifted 
to diet and healthy eating hab- 
its with Carol Stapleton, regis- 
tered dietician for the Johnson 
County Health Department. 
Stapleton suggests starting 
your day with a whole grain 
cereal, as an easy way to get 
your recommended fiber 
intake. She also encouraged 
attendees not to focus on what 
to eliminate from their diet, 
but instead to add more and 
more healthy foods every day, 
such as adding veggies to spa- 
ghetti and tofu to lasagna in 
place of ricotta cheese. 

Wrapping up the presenta- 
tion with a motivational dis- 
cussion on the importance of 
exercise was Ernest Brewer, 
director of physical therapy at 
Highlands. Brewer, who 
admittedly had a sedentary 
lifestyle in the past, shared 
how his life had vastly 
improved since becoming 
very active and exercising on 
a regular basis, including how 
he had reduced his risks for 
heart disease and has less 
aches and pains. 

Often mistakenly consid- 
ered to affect mostly men, 
heart disease is the number 




Dr. Jain honored 



PRESTONSBURG - 
Among the select few physi- 
cians honored with the presti- 
gious Patients’ Choice Award 
this year is Dr. Kirti K. Jain. 

In fact, of the nation’s 
870,000 active physicians and 
dentists, just five percent con- 
sistently received top scores 
from their patients on sites 
like Vitals (http://www.vitals. 
com) , qualifying them for this 
honor in 2012. 

Jain has won the Patient 
Choice Award five years in a 
row while Dr. Fadi Hayek has 
done so for four of the five 
years. They are the only 
oncology team in the tri- state 
area to receive the prestigious 
“Patients’ Choice Award” 
from 2008 to 2012. 

Millions of patients go 
online each year to rate their 
doctors on various compo- 
nents of care, including accu- 
racy of their diagnosis, the 
amount of time they spent 
with the doctor, and the doc- 
tor’s bedside manner and fol- 
low-up care. Patients’ Choice 
reviews these rankings and 
other quality measures to 
compile its yearly list of 
award winners. 

For more information on 



Jain, visit his profile on 
PatientsChoice .org . 

Following the publication 
of Jain’s selection for the 
Patient’s Choice Award, 
American Registry seconded 
the honor and added Jain to 
The Registry of Business 
Excellence. 

For more information on 
Dr. Kirti K. Jain, located in 
Prestonsburg, call 606-886- 
0999. 




Dr. Kirti K. Jain 



one killer of women. High- 
lands believes it is essential to 
educate women and men 
about their risks. The annual 
Ladies in Red conference, 
considered a “heart healthy” 
event, provides education and 
information on the prevention 
of heart disease, especially in 
women. 

Throughout February, 
Ladies in Red events have 
been held each Thursday in 
Floyd, Johnson, and Magoffin 
counties. The last Ladies in 
Red event will be held on Feb. 
28 at the Roy F. Collier Com- 
munity Center in Inez. 

To RS VP for Ladies in Red 
in Inez, contact Melissa Vance 
at (606) 886-7468 or 

mvance @ hrmc .org 




The ones we love don V go away. 
They walk by us everyday. 
Unseen, Unheard, but always near. 
Still loved, still missed and very dear. 






Love & missed by Lawrence, David, 
Carmella, Chris and Lincoln. 







PARSONS 

GRADUATES 



Marine Corps Pvt. Samuel D. 
Parsons, son of Amy D. and 
Steven C. Parsons of Louisa, 
earned the title of United 
States Marine after graduat- 
ing from recruit training at 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot, 
Parris Island, S.C. 

For 13 weeks, Parsons 
stayed committed during 
some of the world’s most 
demanding entry-level military 
training in order to be trans- 
formed from civilian to Marine 
instilled with pride, discipline 
and the core values of honor, 
courage and commitment. 
Training subjects included 
close-order drill, marksman- 
ship with an M-16A4 rifle, 
physical fitness, martial arts, 
swimming, military history, 
customs and courtesies. 

One week prior to graduation, 
Parsons endured The Cruci- 
ble, a 54-hour final test of 
recruits’ minds and bodies. 
Upon completion, recruits are 
presented the Marine Corps 
emblem and called Marines 
for the first time. Parsons is a 
2010 graduate of Pensacola 
Christian Academy Video 
School of Pensacola, Fla. 



SHOWCASING NEW SPRING, 

GARDEN AND EASTER MERCHANDISE! 





Spring 

OPEN HOUSE 
EVENT 



Friday, March 1st & 
Saturday, March 2nd 



FREE GIFT 
WITH 

PURCHASE! 




WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 



15% OFF 
(ENTIRE 

[STORE! 



Knock, Knock. 

It’s Spring! 




SOUTHERN 

HOSPITALITY 




SALE RUNS FRIDAY: 10 A.M. TO 5 P.M.; SATURDAY: 10 AM. TO 4 P.M. 



Gifts ♦ Home Decor ♦ Antiques 



Rt. 321, 1/4 Miles past HRMC | PRESTONSBURG, KY 1 606-886-9995 1 TIKE US ON FACEBOOK" 



Regular Store Hours: 

Mon-Fri. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m to 4 p.m. 



L 
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Community Calendar 



Send your BSN Community Calendar notic- 
es to: The Big Sandy News Community Cal- 
endar , P.O. Box 766, Louisa , Ky. 41230 or 
by e-mail to: brenda@bigsandynews.com 
or by fax to: (606) 638-9949. 



Wednesday, Feb. 27 

Cornerstone Christian 
Counseling group therapy is 
every Wednesday, 1 p.m., at 
203 S. Water Street, Suite 
101, Louisa. New clients are 
welcome. For information, 
call 606-638-3322, Monday- 
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 28 

Learn about the prevention 
of heart disease by joining 
Highlands and your local 
health department, 11:30 
a.m.-l p.m., for a “Ladies in 
Red” luncheon at Roy F. Col- 
lier Community Center, Inez. 
Please wear red. For informa- 
tion, call 606-886-7468 or 
mvance @ hrmc .org . 

Calendar of events for 
Johnson County Extension 
Service for Feb.: Thursday, 
Feb. 28, basic sewing class, 
10 a.m.; strawberry plant 
orders will be taken until Fri- 
day, March 8. The office is 
located at 826 F.M. Stafford 
Ave., Paints ville. For infor- 
mation, or to register, call 
606-789-8108. 

Friday, March 1 

The Lawrence County 
Saddle Club will meet at 8 
p.m., at the Fallsburg Com- 
munity Center. For informa- 
tion call 606-686-2988. 

There will be a Library 
Seminar Series Women’s 
Conference at the Pike build- 
ing on the Prestonsburg Cam- 
pus of Big Sandy Community 
and Technical College. Pre- 
sentations from 8 a.m.-l p.m. 
Free and open to the public. 
For information, call 606- 
889-4750. 

Saturday, March 2 

Thomas Matijasic, History 
Professor at Big Sandy Com- 
munity and Technology Col- 
lege, will be the speaker for 
the meeting of the Johnson 
County Historical Society, at 
10 a.m., in the Johnson Coun- 
ty Public Library, 444 Main 
St., Paints ville. 

Monday, March 4 

The Cooper/Clayton 
Method to Stop Smoking 
classes are on-going at Saint 
Joseph-Martin every Monday, 
at 10:30 a.m., in the Sexton 
Complex lower level confer- 
ence room. For information, 
call 606-285-6692. 

Miscellaneous 

There will be a Veterans 
Benefits Field Representative 
at the Floyd Co. Public 
Library, Prestonsburg, on 
Wednesday, March 6, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Veterans and 
their families will receive 
assistance filing for Federal 
and State Veterans benefits. 
This service will be free of 
charge. For further info, call 
1-866-647-2926. 

The Big Sandy Council on 
elder maltreatment will be 
held at 10 a.m., Thursday, 
March 7, at 100 Resource 
Drive, Prestonsburg. For 
information, call 606-886- 
2374. 

There will be a support 
group meeting for guardians 
of Autism children at 7 p.m., 
Thursday, March 7, at 1601 
Airport Road, Inez. For infor- 
mation, call 606-298-0520. 

There will be a soup bean 



Oil Springs Freewill 
Baptist Church 

Oil Springs Freewill Bap- 
:ist Church will have a spe- 
cial preaching weekend by 
Rev. Mike Blanton, and the 
Binging group, Evidence, at 
:he church located on KY 
Rt. 580, locally known as 



:an’t take it back. 

It’s always in the best 
interest of both parties - for 
security and emotional rea- 
sons - to end things amicably. 

When the next Mr. or Ms. 
Right comes along, keep your 
passwords to yourself. Shar- 
ing passwords has nothing to 
Jo with trust or commitment. 
Any loving relationship can 
survive a few meaningful 
boundaries. 



dinner at Trinity Christian 
Academy on Friday, March 8 . 

All orders must be in by 
Thursday, March 7. To place 
orders, call the school at 

606-638-0135. Dinners 
will be soup beans, sour kraut 
and wieners, and cornbread 
muffins. 

The Lawrence County 
Extension District Board will 
meet on Monday, March 11, 
at 5 p.m., at the Lawrence 
County Extension office, 249 
Industrial Park Road, Louisa. 

The Septemberfest Com- 
mittee is looking for new 
members. Plans are already 
underway for the 2013 festi- 
val, in downtown Louisa. If 
you are interested, please call 
606-638-0334, 606-793- 

1842, or 304-648-3033. If no 
answer, leave message. 

Basic sewing classes are 
held at the OSCAR Center, 
Oil Springs, at 5 p.m. For 
information, or to register, 
call 606-789-8108. 

The Southeast Kentucky 
Chamber of Commerce is 
now located in the Garfield 
House, 178 College Street, 
Pike ville. Phone numbers are 
the same, 877-738-4400 (toll- 
free), 606-432-5504, or 606- 
432-7295 (fax). 

The Johnson County Pub- 
lic Library will host a Sack 
Lunch Book Talk “Nickled 
and Dimed: on (Not) Getting 
by in America” by Barbara 
Ehrenreich, Thursday, Feb. 
28; Dr. Seuss’s birthday cele- 
bration will be 5-7 p.m. Vol- 
unteers from Johnson Central 
High School will be reading. 
Refreshments served; the 
book “This Hallowed 
Ground” by Bruce Catton, 
will be read at 6 p.m., Thurs- 
day, March 7. To pre-register 
or for more information, call 
606-789-4355. The library is 
located at 444 Main Street, 
Paintsville. 

The Big Sandy Communi- 
ty and Technical College and 
Kentucky Coal Academy on 
the Hager Hill campus will 
offer surface retraining, Fri- 
day, March 8, 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m.; underground retraining, 
Friday, March 22, 8 a.m. -4: 30 
p.m.; and 8 -hour mine emer- 
gency technician retraining, 
Saturday, March 30, 8 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m. To register, or for 
more information, call 606- 
788-2940, 788-2946, or email 
MBLAIR003 1 @kctcs.edu. 

Big Sandy Community 
and Technical College will 
offer Nursing Assistant Skills 
I courses on the Prestonsburg 
and Pikevill campuses. Sev- 
eral dates available; CDL 
truck driving courses and 
CDL refresher course offered, 
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4 p.m., on 
the Hager Hill Campus, room 
117; and plumbing continuing 
education and safety aware- 
ness courses on the Mayo 
Campus. For information, or 
to register, call 606-889-4769. 

Christian Counseling 
remains open at the River- 
view building, 203 South 
Water Street, Suite 101 , Loui- 
sa, Monday-Tuesday- 
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
606-638-9644. 

Narconon can help you 
take steps to overcome addic- 
tion for all types of drugs in 
your family. Call today for 
free assessments and refer- 
rals, 877-413-3073, or www. 
drugsno.com. 



Pickle Fork. Services are 
Saturday, Mar. 2, at 7 p.m., 
and Sunday, Mar. 3, at 11 
a.m. Revival services will 
be held Sunday, March 3, 
at 6 p.m., with nightly ser- 
vices at 7 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome to attend by Pas- 
tor Chad Blair. 



Copyright 2013, WestStar 
Multimedia Entertainment. All 
rights reserved. Kim Komando 
hosts the nation's largest talk 
radio show about consumer 
electronics, computers and the 
Internet. To get the podcast, 
watch the show or find the sta- 
tion nearest you, visit: http ill 
www. komando. com! listen. To 
subscribe to Kim ’s free email 
newsletters, sign-up at: http:// 
www. komando .com/newslet- 
ters. 



The Johhson County 
Health Department is having 
a “Quit Smoking Program”. 
NTR is provided during your 
cessation program. For infor- 
mation, call 606-789-2590 
ext. 306. 

Benchmark Family Ser- 
vices is offering Free weekly 
foster care trainings. For 
information, call 606-886- 
0163 or www.benchmarkfam- 
ilyservices.org. 

Safe Harbor of Northeast 
Kentucky in Ashland will be 
doing voluntary income tax 
assistance thru Friday, April 
12. Services are available by 
appointment only, 606-329- 
9304. 

Zumba with Jennifer West 
Pannell will be held on Mon- 
days, 5:30-6:30 p.m., at First 
Baptist Church of Louisa; 
Tuesdays, 6-7, and Wednes- 
days, 5-6 p.m., at Louisa West 
Elementary School. For infor- 
mation, call 606-638-3937. 

Dog, cat and kennel tags 
are now available for sale at 
the Lawrence County Animal 
Shelter in Louisa. For infor- 
mation, call 606-673-4509. 

The Johnson County Job 
Club of Eastern Kentucky 
will meet every Tuesday at 1 1 
a.m., at the E-Center, 320 
Second Street, Paintsville. 
New member orientation is at 
10:30 a.m. The club is free. 
For information, call 606- 
789-2857. 

Stafford House the oldest 
historical house in Paintsville 
has tours by appointment. 
Hours are Friday, noon- 6 
p.m.; and Saturday, noon- 3 
p.m. For information, or 
appointment, call 606-789- 
8108. 

The Auxier Center is now 
taking home repair applica- 
tions for the 2013 spring and 
summer season. You must 
meet income eligibility and 
ownership guidelines. For 
information, call 606-789- 
8108. The center is located at 
21 South River Street, Auxier. 
Free GED classes are held 
every Monday and Wednes- 
day, 1-4 p.m., at the Hand in 
Hand Ministry Center, Auxi- 
er. 

Big Sandy Community 
and Technical College Profes- 
sor Matthew Smith will be 
taking students and commu- 
nity members to Amsterdam, 
Paris, and London in June, 
2013. The trip is sponsored by 
EF Tours and will include all 
the major sites in these three 
historical cities. The trip will 
be 10 days. For information, 
call 859-421-1603, or email: 
msmith05 8 8 @ kctcs .edu . 

The Big Sandy Long-Term 
Care Ombudsman Program is 
currently seeking volunteers 
to serve as friendly visitors or 
certified ombudsman volun- 
teers. An ombudsman is an 
advocate for residents of nurs- 
ing homes, personal care 
homes, and family care 
homes. In addition to visiting 
long-term care facilities on a 
regular basis, an ombudsman 
strives to provide information 
and resolve complaints on 
behalf of residents. The Big 
Sandy Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman Program serves 
all long-term care residents in 
the Big Sandy area. A vital 
component of the Ombuds- 
man Program is its volun- 
teers. Volunteers provide 
community accountability to 
facilities. Volunteers can also 
be used to make friendly vis- 
its to residents and, after 
becoming certified, can han- 
dle complaints. 

If you would like to be 
involved in improving the 
quality of care and life of 
residents of long-term care 
facilities or would like more 
information on becoming a 
volunteer, please contact 
Misty Pugh at 1-800-737- 
2723, extension 335, or send 
an e-mail to misty .pugh@big- 
sandy.org. 

Families Anonymous 
meetings, a 12-step, self-help 
support program for everyone 
is held every Sunday, 7 p.m., 
on the 2nd floor of the Roy F. 
Collier Community Center, 
Inez. The meetings are free 
and open to the public. For 
information, call 606-626- 
8881. 

The Blaine P.T.O. is sell- 
ing yellow bows to help fund 
field a field trip at the Blaine 
School. For information or to 
purchase a bow, call 606-652- 
4808 or any PTO member. 

The Salvation Army of 
Johnson County is now open 



and serving the community at 
964 Broadway Street, in the 
Rock City Plaza, Paintsville. 
Store hours are Monday thru 
Friday, 10 a.m. -4 p.m. For 
information, call 606-788- 
8794. 

Narcotics Anonymous 
meeting every Monday, at 7 
p.m., (12-step meeting); and 
Thursday, 8 p.m., (open dis- 
cussion) at the Point of Hope, 
524 Highway 3 South (Point 
Section), Louisa; Alcoholics 
Anonymous will be held 
every Tuesday, 7 p.m., (Big 
Book Study); Friday, 7 p.m., 
(open discussion); and Satur- 
day, 7 p.m., (12-step meet- 
ing). For information, call, 
606-638-9963. 

The Lawrence County Job 
Club will meet 10 a.m.- 11 
a.m., every Wednesday at the 
Louisa Community Center. 
Participation is free. Drop-ins 
are welcome and are encour- 
aged to come 30 minutes ear- 
ly for a new member orienta- 
tion. National statistics indi- 
cate that 80 percent of people 
who participate in a job club 
find employment, as com- 
pared to 15 percent of those 
who search alone, according 
to Traci Nolen, job club coor- 
dinator for the Eastern Ken- 
tucky Concentrated Employ- 
ment Program (EKCEP), Inc. 
For information, call 606- 
638-4949, 606-436-5751, ext. 
7007, or Facebook.com/job- 
clubseky. 

All children can learn, but 
some learn differently. Your 
local schools urge you, 
through Child Find, to give 
every child a chance to learn. 
If you have or know of an 
infant, toddler, child, or youth 
who has a disability and is not 
getting needed special help, 
call your local school district 
or Kentucky Valley Special 
Educational Cooperative, 
606-439-2311, ext. 24. 

It is time to become a 
member or renew your mem- 
bership to the Lawrence 
County Historical Society. 
Please send name, address, 
phone number, email address 
and membership fee to: Law- 
rence County Kentucky 
Genealogical and Historical 
Society, Inc., P.O. Box 1445, 
Louisa, Ky. 41230. 

Gymnastics classes will be 
offered at the Paintsville Rec- 
reation Center, Wednesdays 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Instruc- 
tor will be Kristen Crace Hal- 
bert. For information, call 
606-789-2612. 

Grandparents in Kentucky 
who are providing primary 
care for grandchildren under 
the age of 18 may be eligible 
for assistance through The 
Kentucky Caregiver Support 
Program. For Caregivers who 
are taking care of a loved one 
who is 60 years or order, or 
grandparents 55 years or old- 
er, who are raising grandchil- 
dren is eligible for assistance. 
For information, visit www. 
bigsandy.org., contact at 606- 
886-2374, 800-737-2723. 

The Lawrence County 
Humane Society Animal 
Shelter is now collecting laser 
and inkjet printer cartridges, 
cell phones, digital cameras, 



I-Pods/MP3 players , laptop 
computers and aluminum 
cans. For information, call 
Bev Pack, 606-571-6224. 

The need for licensed 
child-care is increasing in the 
community. For information 
about opening a licensed cen- 
ter, or to become certified to 
care for children in your 
home, call Northeast Child 
Care Resource and Referral 
Agency, 606-286-4443 or 
877-316-3552. 

The Kentucky Prescrip- 
tion Assistance Program is 
available in Lawrence Coun- 
ty. This program is designed 
to assist in locating free or 
reduced cost prescriptions. 
There are guidelines for eligi- 
bility. Volunteers are needed 
to assist with this process. For 
information, call 606-638- 
4102. 

The Martin County Senior 
Citizens Center, 123 Old Mid- 
dle Fork Road, Inez, has ser- 
vices available, if you are 55 
and older. For information on 
services offered by the pro- 
gram, call Norma Jarrell, 606- 
298-3459, or visit www.mar- 
tincounty seniorcenter.webs . 



PAINTSVILLE - Drew 
Rainwater delivered a free 
educational program at Paul 
B . Hall Regional Medical 
Center to share diabetes self- 
management and lifestyle 
strategies based on extensive 
training and his personal expe- 
rience living with diabetes 
during PBHRMC’s Diabetic 
Support Group meeting on 
Monday, Jan. 21. 

Rainwater is a member of 
the A 1C Champions Program, 
supported by Sanofi, which is 
a patient-led approach to dia- 
betes education. A1C Champi- 
ons® know first-hand the 
challenges and obstacles to 
maintaining control of their 
diabetes. 

During the program he 
covered topics including 
achieving good glucose con- 
trol, learning about effective 
self-management, developing 
a balanced, healthy lifestyle, 
planning and prioritizing dia- 
betes management, overcom- 
ing fears surrounding diabe- 
tes, and finding resources for 
diabetes support. 

Diabetes is a chronic, 
widespread condition charac- 
terized by high blood sugar in 
which the body does not pro- 
duce or properly use insulin, 
the hormone needed to trans- 



corn every Tuesday, devotion- 
al with Will Ruthven, noon-1 
p.m. 

Appalachian Hospice 
Care, Inc., serving Johnson, 
Floyd, Martin, Magoffin, and 
Pike Counties, has opportuni- 
ties for special people to assist 
with the volunteer program to 
serve the terminally ill and 
their loved ones in the Big 
Sandy area. For information, 
call the Hager Hill office, 
606-789-3841, the Pikeville 
office, 606-432-2112, or toll- 
free, 800-998-9144. 

Lawrence County has 
mandatory garbage service, 
and your animals need to be 
properly tagged. To report 
dumps or make animal com- 
plaints, call 606-638-9600. 

The Prestonsburg OET 
and Pikeville hours of opera- 
tion: Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 
and Friday, 8 a.m. to noon. 
The Kentucky Office of 
Employment and Training 
(OET) is part of the Education 
and Workforce Development 
Cabinet. 



port glucose (sugar) from the 
blood into the cells of the 
body for energy. It is estimat- 
ed that that nearly 26 million 
people in the United States 
have diabetes, including an 
estimated 7 million who 
remain undiagnosed. At the 
same time, about 40 percent of 
those diagnosed with diabetes 
did not achieve the blood sug- 
ar control target of A1C, 7 
percent recommended by the 
American Diabetes Associa- 
tion. The A1C test measures 
average blood glucose levels 
over the past two- to three- 
month period. 

“If there is someone that is 
struggling with diabetes or has 
an A 1C that is 6% or above, it 
is imperative to provide moti- 
vation to take those first steps 
to better blood glucose con- 
trol. Diabetes patients need to 
know they are not alone and 
there are people who can help 
them along their journey with 
diabetes”, said Sherri Blair, 
R.D., L.D. 

The Paul B . Hall Regional 
Medical Center’s Diabetic 
Support Group meets on the 
third Monday of every month 
at 7 p.m. in the PBHRMC 
cafeteria. For more informa- 
tion, contact Blair at 606-789- 
3511. 




Our Insurance Company is Looking for 

NEW CUSTOMERS! 



• Great Rates 

• Monthly Payments with 
NO Finance Charge 

• No limited travel 



Special Programs for 

COAL . SAND & GRAVEL . REFRIGERATED GOODS 
and many other commodities 



Were the ONLY Agency in Kentucky with this program! 
Don’t Miss Out — Call Us Today! 

Heritage-McGehee Insurance 

800-306-4302 or 606-792-6292 




Church Comer 



LIFE: (Continued from A7) 



PBH hosted educational 
program for diabetics 








